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_____________________________________________

President’s Message – Susan Sellers 

December can be a challenging month.  It’s a month filled with holiday traditions and gift exchanges, eating temptations, and memories of those who are no longer here with us.  Inevitably, I am overly optimistic about the number of handmade items which I can create as gifts for friends and relatives and find myself stitching madly at the last moment, losing all enjoyment of the creative process.

If you throw winter weather into the mix, you have an even greater challenge, like the one we faced on the day of our December meeting.  The weather forecast had been vague enough that most of us went to bed Tuesday night expecting that we would be able to attend the the guild meeting as usual.  When we awoke and saw the snow swirling on the roads, there was a moment of shock, followed by disbelief that the Montgomery County Schools, in their infinite wisdom, had chosen not to cancel school for the day.  Nimble Fingers has a previously stated policy of following the school system’s decision, so our meeting went on as scheduled.  Of course, the speaker cancelled, and many of you weren’t able to get there from other parts of the county, but around thirty-five hardy souls came.  We enjoyed sharing our stories of traffic nightmares, admiring the beautiful quilts entered in our challenge and brought for show and tell, and socializing over lunch.  Three guild members, Lisa Walker, Ann Plunkett, and Evelyn Flittner, were pressed into service as our “celebrity” judges” and chose three winning quilts.

If you are one of those unfortunate people who missed the December meeting challenge, please bring your challenge quilt to the January meeting.  We won’t repeat the judging, but would love to see the creations that were sidelined because of the snow.  And, if you also find December a very challenging month, try to do as I am doing.  Breathe deeply and simplify, simplify, simplify!

Happy Holidays and a Happy New Year!

_________________________________________

New Co-Treasurers for Nimble Fingers

Lisa Walker and Anne Datko have been appointed as co-treasurers of Nimble Fingers, to serve until the next election.  They are replacing Sheila Berman who stepped down for personal reasons.  I would like to thank Sheila for her dedication and service to the guild over the past years.  Thanks also to Anne and Lisa for agreeing to help out for the next several months. 

_________________________________________

Bylaws Committee News

The recent Audit Committee report recommended that Nimble Fingers review its current bylaws and consider changes to them.  A request for Bylaws Committee volunteers at the December meeting resulted in three individuals stepping forward.  If you have an interest in joining Loretta Quinting, Pam Hahn and Susan Thomas on the Bylaws Committee, please contact President Susan Sellers.  The current Nimble Fingers bylaws are posted on our web site and detail the guidelines and procedures by which the guild operates.  The Bylaws Committee will recommend proposed changes after a thorough review, if they believe modifications are necessary.  Any changes would be publicized and voted on by the guild membership.

_________________________________________

Quilt Show – Irene Bopp

If Santa Claus wasn’t available, they would have to cancel Christmas. If we don’t get volunteers to help with the 2008 Quilt Show, we will have to cancel the 2008 Quilt Show. Even Santa Claus couldn’t pull off that Christmas Miracle. 

There is no time like the present to step forward to assist with the October 2008 Quilt Show. Without commitments immediately from individuals, the 2008 Show will not happen – it cannot happen. That’s right, I said the 2008 Show will not happen! Thinking someone else will step forward won’t make the Quilt Show happen. Just talking it up amongst yourselves won’t make it happen. 

You must take the initiative and get involved; it’s the only way the 2008 Show can happen and will happen! If you’ve done it before then think about recruiting someone else to do it and keep yourself close to advise them. 

Yes, there will be requests later on for volunteers to set up, take down, work the various locations at the show but that is not crucial now. Contact me, Irene Bopp, your Quilt Show Chairperson, either by phone 301-989-3361 or email at irene54@aol.com.

Again, there is no easy way to say it, unless individuals step forward to “take these bulls by the horns” by the close of business at the January 2, 2008, meeting I will not move forward with the 2008 Show.

What is Needed Now

Chairperson(s) for three key subcommittees still need to be filled by either one or multiple individuals in order for the 2008 Show to move forward. They are: Advertising, Publicity and Vendors. As for how much time is involved with these positions I unfortunately do not have an easy answer. There is information, comments and notes available from the 2005 Show but it naturally needs to be updated and/or “tweaked” for the 2008 Show. A brief description…

The Advertising Subcommittee is responsible for selling advertisements for our program. It only makes sense, the more ads we sell the less Nimble Fingers has to pay in expenses.

The Publicity Subcommittee is responsible for getting the 2008 Show information out to various locations such as local quilt shops and the media. Publicity is key to a successful show both from an attendance standpoint and from a potential advertisers standpoint.

The Vendors Subcommittee is responsible for selling vendor space to potential vendors as well as being the liaison between the vendor and the overall show committee before, during and after the 2008 Show. 

Quilt Raffle Tickets
Sell……Sell…..Sell…..The raffle drawing for our beautiful quilt, Celtic Cosmos, will still be held as indicated on the raffle ticket, October 18, 2008, regardless of whether the 2008 Show happens or not. You should be aware by now that the sale of these raffle tickets is the largest moneymaker for Nimble Fingers. The proceeds from the sale of the raffle tickets assists in covering show expenses as well as affording us the opportunity to bring in nationally-known speakers such as Paula Nadelstern.

Tickets were handed out at the November meeting and unfortunately unavailable at the December meeting due to weather constraints. Individuals who have not received their ticket package may pick them up at the January meeting. If you will not be attending the January meeting, and have not received your ticket package yet, please contact Fran Noyes or Diane Moritz (their contact information is on the roster) to make arrangements to obtain them. Fran Noyes and Diane Moritz are your raffle ticket representatives.

Those who are members of another guild and would like to display our quilt and sell raffle tickets at an upcoming meeting, please contact Susan Sellers (contact information is on the roster). Susan Sellers is responsible for coordinating the whereabouts of the quilt. Don’t forget to make arrangements with either Fran Noyes or Diane Moritz with regard to picking up additional raffle tickets to sell at that meeting.

Also, don’t forget the nationally recognized shows as locations to display our quilt and sell tickets. Note that there is a larger amount of coordination involved in going to a national show and generally in lieu of paying a fee to display and sell we are asked to “white glove” the show. Obviously this means more individuals are needed in order to pull it off. Timing is also a factor for receiving permission to display the quilt and sell the tickets.

Our next Show Committee meeting is January 16th, 10:00-12:00, at LaMadeleine unless otherwise cancelled due to lack of interest.

Finally, if you’ve sold all your raffle tickets or would like additional raffle tickets to sell, please contact either Fran Noyes or Diane Moritz to make arrangements with either of them to return the sold ticket stubs and proceeds from their sale or to pick up additional raffle tickets to sell.

Irene Bopp

2008 Quilt Show Chairperson

301-989-3361 or irene54@aol.com
________________________________________

Programs – Betty Ford

Nimble Fingers Programs for 2008

January 2, 2008
TECHNIQUES FAIR. Several guild members will demonstrate and discuss a technique at which they are practiced and proficient. They will include: Beth Smith, Machine Sewn Binding using fusible thread; Floris Flam, Surface Design using Shiva Paint Sticks; Cherry Glazer, Yo Yos, Lois Smith, Special Edging Techniques, Morna Golletz, Take-Along Patchwork; Betty Ford, Really Easy, Really Flat Facing on borderless quilts; and others....

January 3, 2008
Mystery Quilt Workshop —  Kim Jalette will once again present her very popular workshop. Come prepared to be surprised and delighted by piecing shapes which will transform themselves into a beautiful generously lap-sized quilt. Kim says this year’s project will be a bit simpler than last years, therefore, even MORE fun. Big plus: no pressing. We will have pressing wenches so all you have to do is sew. $30. To reserve your place, send a check to Burt White, 2718 Dawson Avenue, Wheaton, MD 20902 or email her at abilumo@aol.com.
February 6, 2008
Lecture and Trunk Show — Judy Shapiro, beader, appliquer, quilter and teacher.

February 7, 2008
Beading Appliqué Workshop — Four hour workshop with Judy Shapiro. $35. To reserve your place, send a check to Burt White, 2718 Dawson Avenue, Wheaton, MD 20902 or email her at abilumo@aol.com.

March 5, 2008
Lecture — Paula Nadelstern, www.paulanadelstern.com, “Symmetry and Surprise: The Kaleidoscope as Design Inspiration.”  This slide lecture traces Paula’s evolving quilt series in which the multifaceted, luminous and random nature of a kaleidoscope is explored on a quilt’s flat surface. Please note: Because this lecture promises to be so popular and to attract quilters from around the region, the board voted to charge non-members a $10 fee which will include a $5 book of raffle tickets for the Nimble Fingers Quilt.

March 6, 2008
Workshop — “Needlestars.” Intermediate level one-day workshop. While simultaneously exploiting the virtues of bilaterally symmetrical fabric, this class covers the unique machine piecing and template techniques used to create the complex images of a simple 4-patch block reminiscent of a refined pinwheel. Complete description and supply list is on Paula’s web site. $60. To reserve your place, send a check to Burt White, 2718 Dawson Avenue, Wheaton, MD 20902 or email her at abilumo@aol.com.

March 7, 2008
Workshop — “Simple Symmetry.” Beginner/Intermediate level one-day workshop. Simple Symmetry is based on a simple fact: one single fabric is responsible for all of the elaborate patterns in one quilt. Learn how to use one single template and one symmetrical (albeit intricately printed) fabric to achieve a complex quilt filled with dramatic impact. Complete description and supply list is on Paula’s web site. $60. To reserve your place, send a check to Burt White, 2718 Dawson Avenue, Wheaton, MD 20902 or email her at abilumo@aol.com.

April 2, 2008
Lecture — Emelie Richards, “Which Came First, the Book or the Quilt?” We have re-scheduled Emilie, www.emelierichards.com, an author whose Shenandoah Series include quilts and characters in Toms Brook, Virginia — not too far from our area. Emilie is also a quilter whose quilts enhance the beds of family members. The Program Committee is trying to arrange to have books on hand for you to buy and have signed.

May 7, 2008
Lecture —  Karen Eckmeier, www.quilted-lizard.com. “Collage Creations.” Slide presentation and trunk show:  From whimsical lizards to contemplative landscapes, Karen leads you step by step through several approaches to fabric collage. She will show you how to cut fabrics to get the look of precision piecing or even to give your  piece a soft painterly glow. 

May 8, 2008
Workshop — “Happy Villages.” See your own personal village come to life by cutting free-form step and window shapes. Karen’s exploration of the freedom of fabric collage will make this a delightful and exciting day of discovery. See the full description and several examples on her web site. $50. To reserve your place, send a check to Burt White, 2718 Dawson Avenue, Wheaton, MD 20902 or email her at abilumo@aol.com.

June 4, 2008 To be announced.

____________________________________________
Hospitality – Mary Hagen and Anne Hammond

LUNCHEONS FOR NIMBLE FINGERS

Lunch update:

Our menu for January is J-Z bring chili, rolls and desserts.  Hostesses bring drinks.

(Now, we had to include the J's yet again, since our membership is lighter at the end of the alphabet and we wanted to make sure that we would have enough dishes for our lunch.)

 

Our hostesses for January are:

Uschi Kirk, Fran Noyes, Diane Moritz, Olive Blue, Roberta Carroll, Greta Kunkle, Marianne Culliton and Ellie Lomax.

 

Our menu for February is A-I bring soup, rolls and desserts. Hostesses bring drinks.

 

Our hostesses for Febuary are:

Anne Datko, Betty Ford, Ronnie Sullivan, Bea Goodman, Julie Taylor, Pam Hahn, Marlene Livingston and Lisa Walker.

 

At our Board meeting Wednesday the 5 th of December, it was decided to keep having salads with the subs. Due to the added cost of the salads it was decided to raise the cost from $3 to $ 4 when we do our sub lunches.  If raising the cost of the lunch causes difficulty for any of our members, please see me regarding this issue.

 

We still need hostesses for our lunches March through June. 

If you have not already signed up to host, please check your calendar and either e-mail Anne  at ashammond@comcast.net or contact one of us at our January meeting.

____________________________________________

Membership – Jill Ruspi

Well, the holidays are over.  My resolution is to spend more time in my quilting studio, even if it is only to read a quilting book.  Better yet, I hope to finish an already begun quilt!

 

We have had three people join Nimble Fingers since the new members were listed in the Nov-Dec Newsletter.  Please welcome these people to our meetings.  And, don’t forget to ask someone new to join you and your friends at the January and February luncheons.  That IS one easy way that we can welcome both new and older members.  

 

New Members:

 

Jamie Borns, 11120 Powder Horn Drive, Potomac, MD, 20854, phone 301-299-6364, email jeffyjamie@comcast.net 

 

Julie Taylor, 520 Beall Avenue, Rockville, MD, 20850, phone 301-838-3095, email beall520@netzero.net 

 

Pamela Hahn, 118 Monroe Street #108, Rockville, MD, 20850-2511, 301-762-7359, email PamHahn2002@gmail.com 

New e-mail for Carolyn DeGroot:  carolyndegroot@verizon.net
Reminder:  Please notify Jill Ruspi with any changes in home address/phone number/ e-mail address.

____________________________________________
Quilting for Others – Beth Smith

I've heard from Jessica Reid about the quilts they will need for Habitat families in December, 2008.  Riderwood quilters will again be providing some of the quilts, so Nimble Fingers only has to make 21 quilts.  I already have four or five, either finished or nearly finished.  I will have a list ready for signups at the January meeting.  I think 21 is very do-able, even taking the show into account.  At first glance, it looks like we'll need to provide as follows:  6 queen size; 3 full size; 9 twin; 3 toddler size.  I'll have all the details about the ages and genders when I have the signup sheet in January.  
 

When I saw Tamara in Chicago last month, she said she would quilt Habitat quilts on her longarm if she was needed.  There is no charge for quilting, but if you wish to use Tamara's services, you will have to pay postage and insurance both ways for your quilt.  You don't need to send her any batting.  We can also get batting through her at wholesale prices that I can distribute to members doing their own quilting, or use on my machine.  There is batting left from the 2007 set of quilts, so I might not need that much.  Let me know ahead of time if you'd like me to quilt your quilt on my system.  It worked out well last year with members coming to my house, getting a little instruction on how to operate the machine, and doing most of the work on their own quilts.  Remember too that we have plenty of fabric from the two large donations we received this year that is either already stitched into back-size pieces or is yardage that can be made into backs.  
 

I have an ongoing need for any unused 2 1/2" binding strips you might have that you can't use -- any color, all cotton, so far I don't need flannel unless I get a flannel top that needs to be finished.  Any guild members willing to sew binding on already-quilted quilts are welcome to sign on.  Marian Purtell has moved away, so I've lost my binding person.  Please call or email me if you are willing to do some binding.  Machine sewn binding is fine.  I've developed a technique for machine sewn binding that involves the use of fusible thread.  I'd be glad to share it with members if anyone is interested. 
____________________________________________
Quilting Bee – Loretta Quinting & Priscilla Lai

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Quilting Bee at Habitat

Take advantage of the wonderful meeting room and the great company of your fellow quilters by attending our quilting bee at the Habitat for Humanity site (9110 Gaither Road, Gaithersburg) on the third Thursday of every month, 10am-1pm. Bring your own project, work on a Quilt for Others or help others with their work. Hope to see you on the following dates:  

January 17 and February 21, 2008

____________________________________________
Current Events – Ann Plunkett

Mid-Atlantic Quilt Festival XIX, February 21-24, 2008.  Thursday- Saturday 10 AM - 6 PM.  Sunday 10 AM - 4 PM.  Hampton Roads Convention Center, Hampton, Virginia

www.quiltfest.com

_______________________________________

Library – Patrice Thomas
If you see a book in the Nimble Fingers library that you would like to borrow, kindly email Patrice Thomas at patriceira@aol.com. She will check the book out in your name then either Cherry Glazer or Patrice will bring it to the next quilt meeting to give to you for the month. You can return it at the next meeting to either Cherry or Patrice or have the loan extended for another month.

____________________________________________
Bits and Pieces

Great Gift Suggestion:  If you're looking for a gift for that someone who has everything, how about buying a book of our quilt raffle tickets in that person's name.  You can box and wrap the stubs, or enclose them in a card along with one of the "Celtic Cosmos" postcards.  Try adding them to a birthday card also anytime until next Oct.   

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

This is the website for the International Quilt Study Center.  Check out their “Quilt of the Month”.

http://www.quiltstudy.org/about_us/news/newsletter.html
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

NF was sent this link with information about a quilting cruise in May, 2008:

www.roundbobbin.com
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Going West! Quilts and Community 

Renwick Gallery, Washington DC

Oct. 5, 2007 through Jan. 21, 2008 

Featuring more than 50 quilts

http://americanart.si.edu/collections/exhibitions.cfml#35

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Private Pleasures: Collecting Contemporary Textile Art

Textile Museum, Washington DC
September 28, 2007 – February 17, 2008

Featured artists include Nancy Crow and Michael James
http://www.textilemuseum.org/exhibitions/upcoming.htm

____________________________________________

Member News
From member Persis Darling, who now lives in South Carolina:

Dear Jill, I'd like to keep in touch, so here's my check for $25.00 for a membership update.

 I hope all is well with you.  When you meet at N.F. will you say hello to all, please.  For those familiar with "Mary Jos" in Gastonia, NC tell them I am about 40 minutes away from that peerless store.  Batiks, etc. are half the price of elsewhere. 

Best wishes, Persis 

____________________________________________

Committee Chairs – contact these people to volunteer or get information:

Current Events:  

Ann Plunkett

Historian:  


Francie Parrack

Hospitality:  


Mary Hagen, Anne Hammond

Library:  


Patrice Thomas

Membership:  

Jill Ruspi

Mini-Groups: 

VACANT

Newsletter:  


Kim Jalette

Programs:  


Betty Ford, Morna Golletz, Burt White

Quilt Show:  


Irene Bopp

Quilting Bee:  

Loretta Quinting, Priscilla Lai

Quilting for Others:  

Beth Smith

Retreat:  


Shirley Hangen

Sunshine:  


Betty Ford

Website:  


Jane Van Horn, Carolyn DeGroot, Karen Plunkett

Welcoming:  


Sheila Kramer, Mary Hagen

All telephone numbers, snail mail and e-mail addresses can be found in the Membership 

Directory.  Copies are available from Jill Ruspi, Membership Chair.

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Are you going to Hampton?

We are looking for volunteers to help with selling raffle tickets and white gloving at the Mid Atlantic Quilt Festival, which will be held February 21-24, 2008 in Hampton, Virginia.  The show features nationally known teachers and gorgeous quilts, and is only a few hours away.  Check out the show web site at www.quiltfest.com.  Our beautiful raffle quilt, Celtic Cosmos, was designed and sewn by guild members as a fund raising project.  We would like to take it to the Hampton Show as well as to other local venues so that the fundraising process can begin.  Contact Susan Sellers, quilt mother, at (301) 762-1160 or sjsellers@aol.com if you can spare some time to go to Hampton or take the raffle quilt to another venue.  Every dollar earned goes to fund guild programs and activities.

******************************************************

Nominating Committee Members Wanted

Do you have a few hours to devote to an important committee?  Volunteers are being sought for the Nominating Committee for Nimble Fingers.  This committee will be responsible for coming up with a slate of officers to be voted on by guild members in the spring.  New officers assume their duties at the June meeting according to the guild bylaws.  Last year’s Nominating Committee conducted its business by telephone and e-mail.  Whether you are a long time member of Nimble Fingers or have only recently joined, this is a way to do your part to help.  Contact Susan Sellers at (301) 762-1160 or sjsellers@aol.com to volunteer.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
SNOW AND/OR INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY :
If Montgomery County Public Schools are operating on a delayed opening schedule (either one or two hour delay), the Nimble Fingers meeting will go on as scheduled (10 am at the Potomac Community Center). 

 If Montgomery Count yPublic Schools are closed, then the Nimble Fingers meeting will be cancelled.

******************************************************

Please note that the current minutes from the general meeting as well as the most recent Executive Board meeting are posted on the Nimble Fingers website!

www.nimblefingers.org
Nimble Fingers

c/o Kim Jalette

6505 Garden Grove Way

Laytonsville, MD  20882
SEE IMPORTANT QUILT SHOW ARTICLE INSIDE

NEXT MEETING:  January 2nd

TECHNIQUES FAIR

AND:  January 3rd

MYSTERY QUILT WORKSHOP

OUR MEETING LOCATION:  Potomac Community Center, 11315 Falls Road, Potomac MD, 10 AM on the first Wednesday of the month (except July and August)







