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President’s Message – Susan Sellers 

I’ve been rushing around for the last two weeks, trying to prepare for my trip to the Mid Atlantic Quilt Festival in Hampton Virginia.  I’ve been focusing on details, like recruiting and scheduling volunteers for the raffle quilt table and white gloving, gathering supplies to sell raffle tickets, and inspecting the Nimble Fingers selection of white gloves.  Meanwhile, my house has been in a state of controlled chaos since I have everything (including all furniture, kitchen appliances and cabinets) out of the entire first floor while the hardwood floors are being redone.  Try to imagine me sitting in my basement lair with my cat, both of us trying to think about anything but the unrelenting noise overhead as floors are ripped up and shattered, rebuilt and sanded.  It’s been difficult to see past the details and the dust to the ultimate product.  I keep seeing tiny nail holes and missed spots on the floors when I should be looking ahead to the beauty of shining natural oak floors.  I fill my days with the little things and forget about the big picture of the increased counter and storage space, improved lighting and lovely cabinetry that will be my kitchen.  It’s exactly the same thing with the quilt show.

A chance phone call from a non-quilter last night brought things into focus.  She asked whether quilters ever show their work anywhere.  I explained about the upcoming quilt show and realized that not everyone in Nimble Fingers is seeing that big picture.  All of us have some connection to quilting that has impelled us to join a quilting group.  Most of us also make quilts and other fabric creations.  Yet, when it comes to showing them off, we become shy and hesitant.  We point out our mistakes and perceived flaws in our work and miss the artistry and beauty of the things that we have created.  We say things like, “It’s a simple pattern,” or “I made this with fabric I had hanging around my house,” as if our efforts don’t measure up to some exalted standard of art.  We are comfortable with displaying quilts in our homes and giving them as gifts to friends and relatives but would never ever dream of marketing them to strangers.

This is the reason that quilt shows are so important.  When I attend a show, I make sure that I give myself permission to spend time gazing at the beauty and artistry of the quilts created by others.  I am inspired by the bold choices of color and design and realize that, next time, I can let myself make less traditional choices in my own work.  I usually take a digital camera with me so that I can take pictures of some of my favorites and refer to them later for creative inspiration.   At the larger shows, there are frequently special exhibitions of quilts by well known quilters and I linger over these, considering the ways in which these artists have defined themselves in their chosen medium of fabric.

Take a look at the quilts that you have made recently and picture some of them hanging in a hall with people clustering around them, admiring the gorgeous creations which you have made.  Don’t fret over imperfect quilt stitches, but, instead, step back and imagine that you are an artist who works in fabric.  Your art deserves to be displayed in a show!
_________________________________________

Quilt Show – Irene Bopp

As of the time of this newsletter we are still moving forward with the October 2008 Quilt Show.  The next Quilt Show Committee meeting will be held as planned: Wednesday, 2/27, 10am-12 at LaMadeleine in Rockville (next to G Street Fabrics). It is hopeful that all members can be present or at least a representative in their place.  The financial information presented at the last meeting is a lot to absorb and Board members and overall members have been contacting Susan Sellers to weigh in on the issue. Lots of things hinge on this decision, such as the Hampton Show later this month and whether we can successfully register with the IRS as a 501(c)(3) organization (which will save us a good chunk of money on the venue).
_________________________________________

A Quilt Show Letter from Lois Smith

Dear Nimble Fingers Members,

I am so excited about having our quilt show at the Shady Grove University Sites this fall.  A classy setting does make a positive difference.  We have something special to share with the community and this new setting raises the bar.

Our group has a wide range of talented quilters who make show-stopper quilts.  How lucky we are to be able to showcase this feast from traditional to contemporary quilts.  Our group is alive with new and experience members.  We can make this our best show ever!

 When I went over to look at this new facility, I was so impressed by its cleanliness and  spaciousness. I am talking it up to all my friends and already they are marking their calendars.  Yes, we can afford this luxury if we want it and if we all work to achieve it.

 As a member of the Vending Committee, I have spoken to the vendors on "my list."  They too are excited about the new venue. (Did you know that the vendor booths will cover about half the cost of the rent.)  One of the vendors from the Eastern Shore is going to stay with us at night and that will save them several hundred dollars.  If any other homes are available, please let me know.

 

All of us can help to make this quilt show spectacular!  You can:

· Finish your own wonderful quilts. 

· Finish a quilt for the Silent Auction. 

· Donate to the Bits and Pieces set-up. 

· Offer to travel with the raffle quilt to sell tickets. 

· Sell raffle tickets to your friends and family. 

· Treat October 17 and 18 as something special.

I am proud to be a Nimble Fingers member.

 

Lois Smith

 ________________________________________

Programs – Betty Ford


March 5, 2008
Lecture — Paula Nadelstern, www.paulanadelstern.com, “Symmetry and Surprise: The Kaleidoscope as Design Inspiration.”  This slide lecture traces Paula’s evolving quilt series in which the multifaceted, luminous and random nature of a kaleidoscope is explored on a quilt’s flat surface. Please note: Because this lecture promises to be so popular and to attract quilters from around the region, the board voted to charge non-members a $10 fee which will include a $5 book of raffle tickets for the Nimble Fingers Quilt.

 March 6, 2008
Workshop — “Needlestars.” Intermediate level one-day workshop. While simultaneously exploiting the virtues of bilaterally symmetrical fabric, this class covers the unique machine piecing and template techniques used to create the complex images of a simple 4-patch block reminiscent of a refined pinwheel. Complete description and supply list is on Paula’s web site. $60. To reserve your place, send a check to Burt White or email her at abilumo@aol.com.

March 7, 2008
Workshop — “Simple Symmetry.” Beginner/Intermediate level one-day workshop. Simple Symmetry is based on a simple fact: one single fabric is responsible for all of the elaborate patterns in one quilt. Learn how to use one single template and one symmetrical (albeit intricately printed) fabric to achieve a complex quilt filled with dramatic impact. Complete description and supply list is on Paula’s web site. $60. To reserve your place, send a check to Burt White or email her at abilumo@aol.com.

April 2, 2008
Lecture — Emelie Richards, “Which Came First, the Book or the Quilt?” We have re-scheduled Emilie, www.emelierichards.com, an author whose Shenandoah Series include quilts and characters in Toms Brook, Virginia — not too far from our area. Emilie is also a quilter whose quilts enhance the beds of family members. The Program Committee is trying to arrange to have books on hand for you to buy and have signed. We will have pre-orders again at the March meeting. You can also order books through Amazon at http://tinyurl.com/2wghmc 

May 7, 2008
Lecture —  Karen Eckmeier, www.quilted-lizard.com. “Collage Creations.” Slide presentation and trunk show:  From whimsical lizards to contemplative landscapes, Karen leads you step by step through several approaches to fabric collage. She will show you how to cut fabrics to get the look of precision piecing or even to give your  piece a soft painterly glow. 

May 8, 2008
Workshop — “Happy Villages.” See your own personal village come to life by cutting free-form step and window shapes. Karen’s exploration of the freedom of fabric collage will make this a delightful and exciting day of discovery. See the full description and several examples on her web site. $50. To reserve your place, send a check to Burt White or email her at abilumo@aol.com.

June 4, 2008

Lecture - Nimble Fingers’ own Margaret Hartranft accompanied by pianist Mark Martin will entertain us with a program called Compositions in Quilts & Music. The quilts and music were designed in composition together. It’s sure to be an enjoyable program.
____________________________________________
Hospitality – Mary Hagen and Anne Hammond

LUNCHEONS FOR NIMBLE FINGERS

Our menu for the March meeting is an all membership Mexican potluck; hostesses bring drinks.  Our hostesses for the March meeting are: Sheila Kramer, Rita Mills, Dayle Ginsburg, Ruth Cohen, Ann Kennedy, Sue Wellborn and Mary Zmitrovich.

 

Our Menu for the April Meeting is:  Subs from deli, hostesses bring drinks and desserts.

Our hostesses for the April meeting are: Chita Brawner, Cheryl Layman, Lilo Mitz, Connie Vickery.  We still need 3 more hostesses for our April lunch.

Please e-mail Anne Hammond, (ashammond@comcast.net) if you are able to help out at the April meeting.  If you have not hosted since September 2007, now is the time to sign up for our remaining meetings, April, May and June

 

____________________________________________

Membership – Jill Ruspi

We once lived in Indiana for 3 years.  It was there that I realized not every locale has the splendor and beauty of this area.  Here we have beauty all around us for many months beginning with our fantastic season of spring.  Let’s all get outside and enjoy this miracle.

I am pleased to report that since the last newsletter, we have had eight people join Nimble Fingers.  We must be doing something right!  Our membership is 140 members to date.  Bring a guest to a meeting and the number will keep rising because many visitors join the guild.

I forgot to put the address and phone for the previous new members in the Jan-Feb newsletter, so the information for all 12 new members is listed below.  And, if you don’t want to copy or clip all this information, just send me an email (jruspi@aol.com) and I will send you the latest Membership List via the miracle of email.  Saves paper and time, two valuable resources.

Reminder:  Please notify Jill Ruspi with any changes in home address/phone number/ e-mail address.

____________________________________________
Quilting for Others – Beth Smith

HABITAT 2008 SIGN UPS LISTED HERE

Here is the list of signups for Habitat quilts in 2008.  The homes are scheduled to be completed in December so the November Quilt-In would be the perfect time for us to have the Show and Tell.

If you see your name here and don’t remember signing up to make a Habitat quilt, it’s because I’ve saved some of the quilts and quilt tops that were made for the shelter during the past year.  

I need only one more quilter to make a quilt for the parents of Family 10.  A queen or full size is required. 

Last fall, I made a “Turning Twenty” quilt for my guest room and think it’s a great idea for a Habitat quilt if you’re looking for a pattern.  It requires twenty fat quarters and with a border makes a quilt large enough for a full or queen size bed.  There are limitless ways you can put the blocks together, so this is a wonderful way to use up any stray fat quarters that are left from other projects.  The blocks go together in no time.  

IMPORTANT:  I will quilt several quilts this time, as I did last.  Please notify me as soon as your quilt top is finished.  Tamara Boots has once again volunteered to quilt, but members are responsible for providing postage for both ways to her home in Illinois.  Her address and phone number are on the roster.  If there are any other guild members with longarms who can volunteer to quilt these quilts, just let me know and I will assign one or more of the quilts to you.

The Guild will provide batting, but the quilter(s) must provide the backing.  Both backing and batting need to be about four inches larger than the top on all sides.  Please pre-measure your back, sew it if necessary,  and cut it to size before you bring your quilt to be quilted or send it to Tamara.  

Do not baste, pin, or spray a quilt sandwich as the machine and frame take care of that.    Quilts may also be tied.  Please call Beth Smith with any questions -- I’m on the roster.

	FAMILY MEMBERS
	QUILTER

	Family 1
	

	Parents
	Diane Heller

	Boy age 12
	Ginger Peebles

	
	

	Family 2
	

	Adult son age 20
	Ellie McCurley

	
	

	Family 3
	All made by Riderwood quilters

	
	

	Family 4
	

	Parents
	Merry Cats mini group

	Grandparents
	Ruan Robertson

	
	

	Family 5
	

	Parents
	Francie Parrack and mini-group

	Boy age 3
	Barbara Barlow

	Boy Age 15
	Judy Lundberg

	
	

	Family 6
	

	Parents
	Cheryl Layman

	
	

	Family 7
	

	Single Mom
	Beth Smith

	Boy age 5
	Susan Sellers

	
	

	Family 8
	

	Parents
	Marina Baudoin

	Adult son 24
	Priscilla Lai

	Boy age 14
	Pam Hahn

	Adult son 18
	Jill Ruspi

	Adult son 21
	Linda Molinari

	
	

	Family 9
	

	Single mom
	Anne Datko, Loretta Quinting, Betty Ford, Evelyn Flittner

	Boy age 7
	Julie Angleman

	
	

	Family 10
	

	Parents
	OPEN

	Boy age 2
	Sandra Chin

	Girl Age 3
	Irene Bopp



	
	

	Family 11
	Riderwood

	
	

	Family 12
	Riderwood


____________________________________________
Quilting Bee – Loretta Quinting & Priscilla Lai

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Quilting Bee at Habitat

Take advantage of the wonderful meeting room and the great company of your fellow quilters by attending our quilting bee at the Habitat for Humanity site (9110 Gaither Road, Gaithersburg) on the third Thursday of every month, 10am-1pm. Bring your own project, work on a Quilt for Others or help others with their work. Hope to see you on the following dates:  

March 20, April 17th, May 15th

____________________________________________
Current Events – Ann Plunkett

March 15, 2008 * NATIONAL QUILTING DAY

 

February 16-April 27, 2008  "A Stitch in Vine" Chesapeake and Potomac Applique Guild presents 19 quilts of a botanical theme to be exhibited at the National Botanical Garden.  Contact Eleanor@EleanorBalaban.com for more information.
 

March 15 & 16, 2008  Bowie MD. Fans of Friendship Quilt Show. Sponsored by Southern Comforters of Bowie, MD.  Sat. 10 am-5 pm, Sun. 11 am-4 pm.  C. Elizabeth Reig Special Center, www.southerncomforters.org.

 

March 15 & 16,2008   Manassas, VA.  Sponsored by Cabin Branch & Stone House Quilters, Sat.10-5pm, Sunday, 10-4pm  www.cabinbranch.org.

March 24-30, 2008   Eastern Lancaster County, PA's Historic Poole Forge will present "Quilts in the Mansion”  This unique display will feature over 35 quilts from Lancaster County, dating from the mid 1800s to the 1950s, on two floors of the old Iron Master's Mansion.  Contact Barbara Garrett at 610-469-6048 or bgarrett421@comcast.net or visit the website at http://www.historicpooleforge.org/ 

March 27-30, 2008  Lancaster, PA. Quilters Heritage Celebration, Lancaster Host Resort and Conference Center. Thurs. 9-5pm: Fri.9-7pm: Sat. 9-5pm: Sun 11-4pm.  www.qhconline.com
 

April 17-19,2008, Columbia, Md. "Color My World"  Sponsored by Faithful Circle Quilters. First Presbyterian Church of Howard County. Thurs.& Fri. 10 am-8 pm: Sat. 10 am -4 pm. www.faithfulcirclequilters.com
 

April 19 & 20, 2008. Hagerstown, Md. Mason-Dixon Quilt Show "Quilts in Bloom"  Hagerstown Community College.  Sat. 10-5: Sunday 10-4. http://BTQ.smith1028.com
 

April 23-28,2008, Paducah, Kentucky, 24th  AQS Annual Quilt Show and Contest. Paducah Expo Center  www.American Quilter.com.

 

April 25-27,2008.  Gaithersburg, Md. Sponsored by Friendship Star Quilters Guild  "A Tisket, A Tasket, A Quilt Full of Baskets"  Fri.12am-8 pm, Sat 10am-6 pm, Sun. 10 am -5 pm. Montgomery County Fairgrounds.  www.friendshipstar.org.  

Additional Local Show Information:

**Local quilt artist Sarah Pavlik will be featured in a two-person show at BlackRock Center for the Arts in Germantown, MD.  The show will run from Feb. 13 - Mar. 21, with the artists' reception on Feb. 16 from 5:30-7:30 pm.  Visit their website for more information  www.blackrockcenter.org
  

**Nimble Fingers members Marilyn Barth, Jacqueline Callahan, Connie Condrell, Elizabeth Davison, Barbara Eisenstein, Floris Flam, Dayle Ginsburg, Elke Jordan, and Sue Walen will be in a show called "Not Your Grandmother's Quilts" at the ME Art Gallery, 1119 V Street, NW #a, Washington DC 20009 from Feb 22 to Mar 9.  The opening reception will be Friday, Feb 22 from 6-8 and there will be an artist talk on Saturday, Mar 1 at 2:00.  Gallery hours are Friday, Saturday, and Sunday from 1-7 and by appointment.  More information about the gallery is at www.goingtome.com


**Local artists show quilts and other fiberart pieces at the Greenbelt Courthouse [6500 Cherrywood Lane, Greenbelt, MD 20770  (301) 344-0660].  This show will be up for at least the month of February and March and possibly through April.  The clerk's office is open from 9:00 to 4:00 Monday through Friday and is closed on Federal Holidays.  The building itself is very near the Costco in Beltsville, and right off of the Beltway.  Directions to get there are on the Courthouse website.   http://149.101.1.80/district/md/locations/index.html
_______________________________________

Library – Patrice Thomas
Check out our website for the newly added list of books in the Nimble Fingers library! http://nimblefingers.org/nimblefingerslibrary.htm  If you see a book  that you would like to borrow, kindly email Patrice Thomas at patriceira@aol.com. She will check the book out in your name then either Cherry Glazer or Patrice will bring it to the next quilt meeting to give to you for the month. You can return it at the next meeting to either Cherry or Patrice or have the loan extended for another month.

_______________________________________
Bits and Pieces

Great Gift Suggestion:  If you're looking for a gift for that someone who has everything, how about buying a book of our quilt raffle tickets in that person's name.  You can box and wrap the stubs, or enclose them in a card along with one of the "Celtic Cosmos" postcards.  Try adding them to a birthday card also anytime until next Oct.   

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Robert Kaufman has produced two fabrics based on designs by Susan Thomas’ sister-in-law, Caitlin Dundon, a calligraphy artist in Seattle, WA.  They can be viewed at http://www.robertkaufman.com/fabrics/patriots/ACD-5861-202/ and http://www.robertkaufman.com/fabrics/patriots/ACD-5861-203/.  It’s not known if any area quilt stores sell these fabrics yet.
____________________________________________

Member News
Nimble Fingers members Marilyn Barth, Jacqueline Callahan, Connie Condrell, Elizabeth Davison, Barbara Eisenstein, Floris Flam, Dayle Ginsburg, Elke Jordan, and Sue Walen will be in a show called "Not Your Grandmother's Quilts" at the ME Art Gallery, 1119 V Street, NW #a, Washington DC 20009 from Feb 22 to Mar 9.  The opening reception will be Friday, Feb 22 from 6-8 and there will be an artist talk on Saturday, Mar 1 at 2:00.  Gallery hours are Friday, Saturday, and Sunday from 1-7 and by appointment.  More information about the gallery is at www.goingtome.com
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
From Sue Walen:   I'd like to invite members to visit my new blog. I wrote it like a "trunk show", starting from the recent beginning of my sewing ventures to now.  Since blogs aren't usually organized that way, just wanted you to know the best way to read it is to start at the bottom and work up to the top. The story makes more sense that way!  The address is:http://suewalen.blogspot.com.
____________________________________________

Committee Chairs – contact these people to volunteer or get information:

Current Events:  

Ann Plunkett

Historian:  


Francie Parrack

Hospitality:  


Mary Hagen, Anne Hammond

Library:  


Patrice Thomas

Membership:  

Jill Ruspi

Mini-Groups: 

VACANT

Newsletter:  


Kim Jalette

Programs:  


Betty Ford, Morna Golletz, Burt White

Quilt Show:  


Irene Bopp

Quilting Bee:  

Loretta Quinting, Priscilla Lai

Quilting for Others:  

Beth Smith

Retreat:  


Lisa Walker

Sunshine:  


Betty Ford

Website:  


Jane Van Horn, Karen Plunkett

Welcoming:  


Sheila Kramer, Mary Hagen

All telephone numbers, snail mail and e-mail addresses can be found in the Membership 

Directory.  Copies are available from Jill Ruspi, Membership Chair.

******************************************************

SNOW AND/OR INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY :
If Montgomery County Public Schools are operating on a delayed opening schedule (either one or two hour delay), the Nimble Fingers meeting will go on as scheduled (10 am at the Potomac Community Center). 

 If Montgomery Count yPublic Schools are closed, then the Nimble Fingers meeting will be cancelled.
******************************************************

If you took Kim’s Mystery Quilt workshop in January, please bring your quilt to April’s Show and Tell (unfinished is OK!)

NEXT MEETING:  March 5th

PAULA NADELSTERN

Workshops with Paula:

March 6th and 7th

OUR MEETING LOCATION:  Potomac Community Center, 11315 Falls Road, Potomac MD, 10 AM on the first Wednesday of the month (except July and August)







