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Co-Presidents’ Message – 

Priscilla Lai and Ruan Robertson 

Dear Members,

We wish you all a very Happy New Year.    As we say good-bye to 2009 we welcome in 2010.   We will begin the year with a lot to think about – “What can I achieve in 2010?”    Well, let’s see, we have this famous “Cabin Fever” to deal with for a start.   Don’t really want to think about this?  Then start surrounding yourself with fabrics, which we are so good at doing and we will feel much better. We can also think about finishing off some of the UFOs that we have so carefully stowed away and hope it will all disappear.  

This might be a good time to clean out our older fabrics.   Our color palette changes through the year too, so why not call up a few of your new/old quilting buddies and do a great color fabric exchange.   The great fabric exchange becomes a new source of new ideas without spending too much money, just a lot of fun.  

If you are still looking for ideas to see you through the wintry weather, we have a couple of challenges going on in our Guild.  We have The Paint Chip challenge due in June.  Our Newsletter Editor Kim Jalette will be heading and planning an Alzheimer’s Quilt Challenge for our October 2010 Quilt Show.  We think you have quite a lot to think about and get that creative juice flowing in every direction and no time for cabin fever.

This is a good time to remind our members that we are looking for a few nominees to take up the positions of Officers starting in May 2010.  I know you are all very good with heading up projects. So, think of the service as an Officer as just another project.  

We wish you all happy inspiration and great challenges, and we believe you will all be very pleasantly surprised at what hidden talent you all have.

____________________________________________
Quilt Show 2010 – Beverly Ferrell

Please see the article at the end of the newsletter!
____________________________________________
Nominating Committee – Susan Sellers

Would you like to volunteer for a leadership role in Nimble Fingers?  The Nominating Committee is looking for a few good members to step up and become officers of the guild.  If you are not sure if you are ready for an office, consider joining one of the many committees that organize our activities or think about volunteering to serve as a chairperson.  Often, the time commitment is only a few hours a month, but the benefits to Nimble Fingers are immense.

Contact any member of the Nominating Committee if you have questions, or would like to volunteer.  We will be preparing a slate of officers for presentation at the March 2010 meeting.

Susan Sellers, Nominating Committee Chair

sjsellers@aol.com, 301-762-1160

Beth Smith, Patty Estey, Evelyn Farinas, and Marlene Gaunaurd, 

Nominating Committee members

____________________________________________

Programs – Lois Smith, Burt White, Beverly Ferrell, Shirley Hangen, Shirley Malia

The Nimble Fingers Program Committee has scheduled a variety of lectures and workshops in the upcoming months.  The lectures, which are presented during the regular guild meetings, are open to all guild members.  Several workshops are also scheduled in conjunction with the guest lecturer.  Half day workshops are held on the same day as the guild meeting, immediately following lunch.  (Generally 1 p.m until 4 p.m.)  Full day workshops are held on the Thursday following our Wednesday meeting.  These workshops are scheduled from 10a.m. until 4 p.m.  Participants should allow sufficient time to set up the workspace.  All classes are held at the Potomac Community Center on Falls Road.  Fees for the classes vary.  Supply lists are provided in advance, and we ask that participants bring extension cords, if possible.  It is suggested that participants bring a lunch for the Thursday classes, as the nearest sandwich shop is several miles away.  In the event of inclement weather, Nimble Fingers follows the Montgomery County School schedule.  Meetings will be held if there is a delayed school opening, but if schools are closed, the meeting is canceled.  

January 6 - Marina Baudoin, Marj Coffey, and Susan Eitnier, will share their expertise in longarm quilting through a panel discussion.  Topics may include preparing a quilt for the longarm, defining pantograph, custom, utility and heirloom quilting, threads, batting, costs, and other topics of interest to the audience. 

January 7 – Back by popular demand, our fourth annual Mystery Quilt Workshop.  Led by Kim Jalette, you’ll be surprised and delighted by piecing shapes that transform into a fabulous quilt.  This is always a fun workshop with lots of excitement as the quilts are revealed – all beautiful and all different.   Class fee is $35.  Sign up at the next guild meeting or contact Burt White at abiulmo@aol.com. to reserve your spot.

February 3 – QUILTO!  (and for those left scratching their heads - Quilt Bingo) One fat quarter will purchase one quilto card.  Fat quarters will be awarded as prizes.  A great opportunity to ‘fatten’ your stash.

March  3 – NF will host a Round Robin featuring appliqué, embellishments, stamping, and other toppings.  Six guild members will provide demonstrations and a handout describing their technique.

April 7 – Susan Leonard will provide a lecture and afternoon workshop on memory quilts, an art she has been developing for years.  Using a combination of old garments, household goods, and new fabrics, she creates quilts, wall art, and other decorative pieces that celebrate an event or tell a memorable story.   The class fee will be $35.00.  

May 5 – 7 Paula Scaffidi is scheduled for a trunk show, followed by her new, two day workshop entitled Carpe Diem:  Abstraction Inspired by the Land. “Fresh piecing techniques and essential design basics will beckon everyone on a journey. Learn to compose intriguing abstract art. Discover it... rooted in memories of a place in nature that you’ve loved. Find out what abstraction is; and how a landscape can guide you in delivering expressive, unique artistic statements in cloth. The silent language of pieced color, shape, line and value will shape the feeling. And you will learn to spontaneously sew fluid lines, neatly fitting straight and curved shapes together ... all without templates or pattern pieces. Leave behind the fuss of pins for smooth, elegant mastery of curved sewing. Build color within a palette that will make your heart sing.  Satisfy eye, mind and hand with a non representational inner landscape. Seize the day!”  Class fee $110.

NOTE:  The Program Committee is looking for new volunteers – please let Susan Sellers know if you are interested.
____________________________________________
Hospitality – Carole Auth, Karen Cyr, Nancy Sharp

A brief note to thank everyone who participated in the pot luck lunch. Everything was so delicious and beautifully presented.  Thanks ONCE AGAIN.
 

Also to all the hostesses who helped so willingly and who did such a wonderful job in putting out the food and its presentation and the cleaning up. My hat is off to you.  Have a wonderful and safe holiday.
 

Carole

JANUARY: Our menu will be sandwiches and salads from the Deli at $4 a person.  Hostesses will bring drinks and desserts. 


Our hostesses for the January meeting are: Karen Cyr, captain, Loretta Quinting, Mary Campbell, Francie Parrack, Anne Trudel, Nancy Rose Opeka, Sharon Williams and Patty Estey.  

FEBRUARY: Our February luncheon will follow the same format.  Hostesses for February are Julie Taylor, Beverly Ferrell, Shirley Hangen and Jill Ruspi.  

We could use a few additional hostesses for February, so if anyone would like to volunteer, please contact Carole Auth at grandmaauth@earthlink.net,  telephone 301-592-0497, or Karen Cyr at kdcyr@comcast.net, telephone 301-933-3156, or see us at the January meeting.  Thanks for everyone's assistance.

____________________________________________
Quilting for Others – Beth Smith

QUILTING FOR OTHERS: REPORT ON THE ANNUAL DECEMBER QUILT-IN

The Quilt-In this year was the most productive we’ve ever had.  Congratulations and thanks to those who participated.  We finished 19 quilts that day, and several others that members took home to finish have been turned in.  I will be taking over 30 quilts to the shelter later this week.  There may be others out there that I don’t know about as well if members made them at home and are ready to donate them now.  If you have a quilt and would like to get it to its new owner before Christmas, please bring it to the Habitat Bee on Thursday, December 17th or call me and make other arrangements.  

The day had its challenges.  Construction workers were repairing the roof, hammering right over our heads.  A heavy rain began falling in the middle of the morning, making it a messy business to get all the supplies back into people’s cars.  Lunch, which was a wonderful potluck, had to be moved at the last minute to the Social Hall.  But we were a flexible, good-natured crowd and undaunted by anything getting in the way of the day’s purpose.  

So many members commented on the fact that this year’s quilts were of such high quality.  There were several larger ones, which is always a good thing considering who the residents of the shelter are.  There were lots of pieced tops with pinwheels, log cabins, 9-patches, stars, and other styles that showed care and planning in the construction.  I think part of the reason for this is that we received some truly wonderful fabric donations that inspired us to make wonderful tops.  We had plenty of nice backing fabric as well, so the end result were quilts anyone would be proud to use in their own homes.

A word about Habitat quilts is in order.  The completion date for some of the homes in the latest group has been changed to April.  Any members who committed to making a quilt and the found they couldn’t do it by the original deadline of December now have a nice post-holiday cushion of time to finish their quilts.  If we continue our support of Habitat Families into 2010, there are plans for a townhouse development in Poolesville that will require a lot more quilts than we made this time.

We need a new Quilting for Others chairperson or a group that is willing to take on this task.  Its rewards are many, but I won’t be coy about the fact that it is a lot of work year-round.  Please consider it if you have an interest in charity quilting, and talk to your friends if you think you could get a group together to do the job.  

I am putting my house on the market in March and need to do fairly extensive redecorating before then.  I must move all of the belongings of the Quilting for Others committee out of my house by the New Year.  

 

Luckily, we made a serious dent in all of the supplies during the Quilt-In.  There are a couple of cartons of batting plus some smallish rolls and other individually wrapped pieces; probably two or three large cartons of fabric, about 12 or 15 bolts of juvenile fabric, and miscellaneous supplies.

 

These do not all have to go to the same location.  If you can store any of these items until a new Q4O chair is selected, please call me at 301-990-7825.  

 

Let me reiterate that I can't keep these things at my house, so anything that I have when the painters are due to arrive will have to go somewhere, and it would be a shame if the guild has to just abandon them.

AND - Sandra Chin reports that she gave 58 pillowcases to the ConKerr Cancer project in December.  We have given them over 100 pillowcases in 2009.  Great work!
____________________________________________
Quilting Bee – Mary Campbell

Quilting Bees are always on the third Thursday so next would be Jan. 21 and Feb. 18. 

Location:  Habitat for Humanity, 9110 Gaither Rd. in Gaithersburg (past Capital Quilts, on the left), beginning around 10 and continuing until 12:30.  

____________________________________________
Current Events – Ann Plunkett

February 25-28, 2010. Mid-Atlantic Quilt Festival XXI.  1610 Coliseum Drive, Hampton, VA.  www.quiltfest.com.

 

March 20-21, 2010. Southern Comforters Quilt Show.  15542 Peach Walker Drive, Bowie, Md. www.southerncomforters.org
 

March 20, 2010. National Quilting Day. Check your local Quilt shop for event information.

 

March 20 - 21,2010. Cabin Branch and Stone House Quilters 2010 Quilt Show. Prince William County Fairgrounds, 10624 Dumfries Road, Manassas, VA.  www.cabinbranch.org or www.stonehousequilters.org. 

 

March 24-27, 2010. AQS Quilt Show, Lancaster, PA. Lancaster County Convention Center. 

www.AmericanQuilter.com 

 

March 24-27, 2010. 20th Annual "Spring Quilt Blossom Festival" Continental Inn, Rte. 30 - Lincoln Hwy East. Lancaster, PA. Wednesday - Saturday 9am - 6pm. www.springquiltblossomfestival.com. 

 

March 26-27,2010. Hilton Head Quilt Festival. St. Andrew By the Sea UMC Celebration Center, Hilton Head Island, SC. www.palmettoquiltguild.org.

 

April 21-24, 2010. AQS Quilt Show, Paducah, Kentucky. Paducah Expo Center.  www.AmericanQuilter.com.

 

April 23-25, 2010. Quilted Jewels and Gems, Gaithersburg, Maryland. Friendship Star Quilters. Montgomery County Fairgrounds, Gaithersburg, Maryland.  www.friendshipstar.org.

________________________________________

Bits and Pieces

Cleaning for a Reason Foundation offers free housecleaning for patients
undergoing treatment for cancer.        http://www.cleaningforareason.org/
____________________________________________

Committee Chairs – contact these people to volunteer or get information:

Current Events:  

Ann Plunkett

Historian:  


Susan Sellers

Hospitality:  


Carole Auth, Karen Cyr, Nancy Sharp

Library:  


Patrice Thomas

Membership:  

Ruth Cohen, Margaret Natof, Ronnie Sullivan

Newsletter:  


Kim Jalette

Programs:  


Lois Smith, Burt White, Beverly Ferrell, Shirley Hangen, Shirley Malia

Quilt Consortium:

Elizabeth Davison

Quilt Show:


Beverly Ferrell

Quilting Bee:  

Mary Campbell

Quilting for Others:  

Beth Smith

Retreat:  


Lisa Walker

Sunshine:  


Betty Ford

Website:  


Jane Van Horn

Welcoming:  


Mary Hagen, Jill Ruspi

All telephone numbers, snail mail and e-mail addresses can be found in the Membership Directory.  Copies are available from the Membership Chairs.

Please notify Ruth Cohen with any changes in home address/phone number/e-mail address.
SNOW AND/OR INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY:
If Montgomery County Public Schools are operating on a delayed opening schedule (either one or two hour delay), the Nimble Fingers meeting will go on as scheduled (10 am at the Potomac Community Center). 

 If Montgomery County Public Schools are closed, then the Nimble Fingers meeting will be cancelled.
Quilt Show 2010

Seasons Greeting Everyone!

Many of us find ourselves in the midst of a whirlwind this time of year, with deadlines approaching from various endeavors.  Time set aside for work, travel, family engagements, holiday socials, shopping and other activities fill our calendars, and we look forward to a little respite.  But not yet!!!

Another “big” event in the not too distant future is the “Colors of Our World” quilt show, and while ten months may seem a long way off, to those of us currently working on the show details, the date is rapidly approaching.

As mentioned before, individual committee meetings have been held over the past several months to work through some of the preliminaries.  Our venue will again be the Universities at Shady Grove, October 15 and 16, 2010.   As of last month, the Universities agreed to provide us with two classrooms at no charge for “Demonstrations” and “Quilting for Others”.  Our raffle quilt has been completed, photographed, appraised, and insured.  Tickets, bearing the quilt name, size, and hand-dyed distinction have been printed and an initial distribution made to those attending our December guild meeting.  Shirley Malia is our raffle ticket coordinator, and while she plans to distribute tickets again at the January meeting, she would be very happy to provide tickets now to those wanting to sell or give them as gifts.  Kim Jalette emailed copies of our photos to members to assist in selling tickets.  Floris Flam, Connie Condrell and Sue Walen are having postcards printed and plan to have them available at the January meeting.  Additionally, Debra Gabel has provided us with a draft of a logo to use on the Program.  Anne Trudel and Nancy Rose Opeka are continuing their efforts on the raffle baskets.  Susan Sellers has entered a photo of our quilt in the WRBQ Cover contest.  Lois Smith has secured a 20 piece Hoffman Challenge display.  Nimble Fingers quilters are designing and sewing their own pieces to display.  Nancy Sharp, our “quilt mother” and scheduler, is compiling a list of possible venues and volunteers to display, our quilt.  Nancy writes:  

Wanted:  Adventure-Minded Quilters   -- We're looking for a few "adventure-minded" quilters who can travel with the Nimble Fingers Raffle Quilt for a showing at the Hampton, VA quilt show from February 25-28, 2010 and the Quilt Fest at New Jersey March 4 – 7, 2010.  If our quilt is accepted, we will need help staffing the NF table to sell raffle tickets for our stunning raffle quilt; and, second, we need help providing coverage for the "NF white glove" team..  We have a good start at assembling our team, but could use a few more volunteers.  Think of this as a well-deserved winter escape, enjoying the company of hundreds of fellow quilting enthusiasts.  Call and/or Email Nancy Sharp -- The Quilt Mother at 301-466-9200 or NurseSharp@aol.com -- to volunteer a few hours.  We welcome any time you can give!!  

To put this all together, our first quilt show group meeting will be held in January; time and date to be announced.  We still have positions to fill, and as the time draws nearer, various committees will be adding members.  Please consider volunteering.  We need and want your help.

Have a wonderful holiday, and a happy and healthy New Year!  

Beverly Ferrell

Challenge – Priority: Alzheimer’s Quilts

In honor of our parents, who suffer from Alzheimer’s/dementia, we invite you to join us in a challenge to be displayed at our 2010 Quilt Show.  Our goal is to continue to raise awareness of this disease and to send as many quilts as possible for auction to the Priority: Alzheimer’s Quilts Project.

The Priority: Alzheimer's Quilts Project is sponsored by the Alzheimer's Art Quilt Initiative (AAQI), a grassroots effort founded by Ami Simms to raise awareness and fund research.   These quilts are auctioned monthly or sold outright.  All profit is used to fund Alzheimer’s research. Since January 2006, AAQI has raised more than $369,000. 

In early 2010, we will be providing a theme and framework for the challenge.  (Happy Hint:  The maximum allowable size is 9” x 12”.)   If you participate, you may choose to donate your quilt or not, with no obligation.   You may donate more than one quilt if you wish.  The deadline for submission of your quilt (s) will be the September meeting.

Please visit the Alzheimer’s Art Quilt Initiative website at www.AlzQuilts.org to see what is being done by the quilting community to help those affected by this disease.

Thank you for your support.  

Kim Jalette and Morna Golletz

2010 Quilt Show – Committee Chairs

· Art Work:  Debra Gabel

· Artisan’s Attic:  Marlene Livingston, Angela Mernone

· Boutique:  Rainie Broad, Flo Warmack, Joan Winovich, Ellie McCurley, Luanne Lindeman

· Challenge – Priority: Alzheimer’s Quilts:  Kim Jalette, Morna Golletz

· Demonstrations:  Susan Sellers

· Design (quilt layout):  Julie Taylor

· Opportunity (raffle) Baskets:  Anne Trudel, Nancy Rose Opeka

· Opportunity (raffle) quilt committee:  Margaret Hartranft, Ginger Peebles, Diane Heller

· Opportunity (raffle) quilt mother (and scheduler): Nancy Sharp

· Opportunity (raffle) quilt tickets: Shirley Malia

· Program Advertising:  Anne Datko

· Program Layout:

· Publicity:  Floris Flam, Connie Condrell, Sue Walen

· Quilt Registration:  Linda Molinari, Mary Hanes

· Quilt Show Chair:  Beverly Ferrell

· Quilting for Others:  Linda August, Margaret Natof

· Secretary: Sheila Kramer

· Show Set-up:

· Signage:  

· Silent Auction:  Burt White, Sandra Chin, Donna Duce, Donna Kopp

· Treasurer:  Burt White

· Vendors:  Pat Lefevre, Evelyn Farinas

· Viewers Choice Awards: Lois Smith

· Volunteers:  Margaret Taylor, Pam Hahn

Nimble Fingers

c/o Kim Jalette

NEXT MEETINGS:  January 6th

Longarm Quilting Panel Discussion 
On January 7th: 4th Annual Mystery Quilt all-day workshop hosted by Kim Jalette

and on February 3rd – QUILTO!!!

OUR MEETING LOCATION:  Potomac Community Center, 11315 Falls Road, Potomac MD, 10 AM on the first Wednesday of the month (except July and August).  Luncheon follows. 







