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Co-Presidents’ Message – 

Priscilla Lai and Ruan Robertson 

Hello everyone, as we come full circle with our four seasons, Spring is just a few days away.   Have we overcome our “cabin fever”?    Let’s dust off the long cold winter months and look forward to Spring. For non-quilters the word Spring brings up the image of “let’s go to the nurseries”. For quilters of every stage of quilting, it signals “let’s visit the quilt shops, new Spring fabrics must be out now’.  As we begin to appreciate what Spring has to offer, take the cue from nature. The greeneries are all beginning to appear.  Look at all the different greeneries that line our streets and our yards.  They all work together and produce this most pleasing feature in our mind.  The perennials are beginning to peek out of the brown earth, filling our eyes with all different spring colors.   Yet, we would never say, they don’t go together, we just admire the colors.   So, my friends, give yourself permission to jump out of the box, spring into action, experiment with the new but don’t forget the old.  See what you can create and create you will.   Relax, there will be no quilt police watching over your shoulders.  Have fun with all sorts of fabrics, colors and never say you can’t.  Just remember, Spring has no rules.   

So with this in mind, we hope you all enjoy the great colors of Spring.

____________________________________________

Programs – Lois Smith, Burt White, Beverly Farrell, Shirley Hangen, Shirley Malia

 
March 4, This year’s Challenge quilts “Your Favorite Beverage” will be displayed at the March meeting.  Three winners will be selected following judging by guild members, and each winner will be awarded a prize.   


March 4 - Noted quilt and collage artist Lesley Riley will share her knowledge of fabric transfers while providing an overview of printing photos on fabric, making photo transfers, and storytelling through images.   Lesley is known for her ability to inspire her students’ creativity with multi-media applications.  She expresses her own creativity through many art forms including quilts, dolls, and collages. 

March 5 - Lesley Riley will offer a full-day workshop exploring the many uses and techniques of Lutradur, a versatile new material for artists. Lutradur, a cross between fabric and paper, absorbs paint, ink, image transfers, and more.  It is able to filter light, yet has body and retains its shape. When heated, Lutradur changes shape, providing an array of artistic effects. It provides an excellent surface to stitch, paint, and/or embellish. Lesley will share many techniques and challenge us to explore our own creative outlets.  There are still a few spaces available.  The cost for this class is $55.00 which includes the Lutradur.  Contact Burt White at abilumo@aol.com to sign up.

April 1 - Enjoy a Round Robin of Edge Finishing Techniques.  Several NF presenters will demonstrate their favorite edge finishing technique in a ten minute Demo/Question & Answer format.  Topics will include faced-edge, piping, two-color binding, concealed hanging sleeve, etc.  At the sound of the bell, participants will move on to the next Presenter.  By the end of the morning, you will have learned a plethora of techniques and have a handout to support each one.  

May 6 - Our program will center on a retrospective of the work of  Lois T. Smith.  Who better to share this journey with us than our very own guild member, who is also a renowned quilt maker, author, teacher, and judge?  Through a trunk show/slide show presentation, Lois will guide us along her path from early traditional blocks to her unique style of quilting, block setting, and sewing completed blocks together that has won her international acclaim.

May 7 - Discard your ruler and cut free form shapes from your selected fabrics.  It couldn’t be easier, or more personal.  Strips will later be placed on a design wall to create your own flow of color and design.  In her workshop “Renegade Shapes”, Lois Smith will lead us through this liberating exercise, focusing on such techniques as curved strip-piecing, inset shapes, and value awareness.  Note:  The workshop is full, but we do have a wait list.  Contact Burt White if you would like to add your name.

June 3 – We wrap up our 2008-2009 program with a Trunk Show/lecture by quilt artists and authors Maxine Rosenthal and Joy Pelzmann, known for their exciting quilts full of color and movement  

June 4 - Maxine and Joy will provide an all day workshop based on their book “One Block Wonders”. Stunning quilts result from simple hexagons using one delicious, large print fabric.  Single motifs within the same fabric are pieced into kaleidoscopic shapes that transform into flowers and pinwheels that swirl across the quilt.  Workshop fee $50.

____________________________________________
Hospitality – Mary Hagen and Anne Hammond

LUNCHEONS FOR NIMBLE FINGERS

Our menus for the March and April luncheons are:

Sandwiches and salad from Deli at $4 a sandwich; hostesses will bring drinks and dessert.

Our Hostesses for the March meeting are:  Sheila Kramer, Dorothy Fortuna, Dayle Ginsburg, Debbie Stott, Nancy Mottola, Florence Warmack, Jane Oden and Diane Heller. 

Our Hostesses for the April Meeting are: Chita Braver, Cheryl Layman, Connie Condrell, Anne Trudel, Elizabeth Davidson, Julie Angelman, Maryann Lanning and Diane Ivan.

____________________________________________
Quilting for Others – Beth Smith

Thanks to you, our wonderful members, we’ve accomplished a lot in a short time this year.  I’ve delivered 25 quilts to the Krahnke shelter in a good variety of sizes.  I am anticipating a few more from individual members for this winter.  I will be bringing partially completed quilts to be tied at future meetings.  

Sandra Chin reports that Nimble Fingers has recently contributed a total of 35 pillowcases for young cancer patients at Children’s Hospital.  This is an ongoing project, so Sandra will continue to collect pillowcases throughout the Guild’s meeting year.  An unknown number of pillowcases have also been made by groups who asked for kits leftover from the 2008 show.  These kits included instructions for making the pillowcases as well as a contact for getting them to their final destination.  If you have some extra fabric and would like a copy of the instructions, please call me or see me at the next meeting.

Fabric Donations

Fabric donations are coming in, and I especially want to thank Hilary Hastie for her contribution of three 109” wide quilt backs.  This is a great addition to our Q4O stash.  Anyone who has fabric to donate can bring it to a Guild meeting, to the Habitat bees on the third Thursday of every month, or they can call me and make arrangements for the fabric to be picked up or dropped off at my home.  All donors of fabric will receive a tax deduction form.  It’s always appreciated if the fabric is 100% cotton quilting fabric.  I try to stay away from very heavy home dec fabric weights, though, because of the extra weight they add to quilts.  We also accept batting, thread, and large size shopping bags (paper or plastic), crochet thread for tying, and other notions to be used at the annual Quilt-In.  Finally, quilt tops in good condition are always welcome.  

Another notable donation came from Fay Goldey, a founding member who recently moved to Texas and wanted fabrics from her stash to go for charity quilting.  Over the years, Fay has cut fabric for June McMurray, our faithful supplier of shelter quilt tops. and this time Guild member Yoko Sawanobori cut 6.5” and 8.5” fabric squares.  Francie Parrack is also cutting squares, so we will have plenty.  I have been busy making quilt tops from the squares, and also have made up kits to distribute to members for assembly.  The kits include extra fabric to provide contrast to the darker squares, and, in many cases, fabric for backing.  I will bring some of them to the March meeting so members can take them home and work on them.   

Summer Charity Quilting

I’ve talked with Pam Hahn about the possibility of continuing the Habitat bees over the summer, as long as the conference room there is still available.  The focus will be on charity quilting.  Once plans are firmed up, membership will be informed at a Guild meeting, in the newsletter, or a separate email.

___________________________________________
Quilting Bee – Pam Hahn

The March date is Thursday, March 19, and the April date is Thursday, April 16.

Place:   Habitat for Humanity, 9110 Gaither Rd, Gaithersburg.

Time: 10am – 12 noon, followed by lunch for all who would like to join in.

Afterwards, Capital Quilts for shopping!  Hope to see a lot of people in March and April

Any questions, contact Pam Hahn at pamhahn2002@gmail.com.

____________________________________________
Current Events – Ann Plunkett

March 14-15, 2009. Towson, Maryland.  "Quilt Expo 2009".  Presented by Baltimore Heritage Quilters Guild.  Goucher College Campus, Sports & Recreation Center, 1021 Dulaney Valley Rd, Towson MD.  Saturday 10 am - 5 pm. Sunday 10 am- 5 pm. Admission $7.00, advance tickets $6.00.  www.baltimorequilters.com.

March 21-22, 2009. Bowie, Maryland.  "A Day at the Beach" Quilt Show. Sponsored by Southern Comforters of Bowie, Md., Inc. C. Elisabeth Reig Special Center. 15542 Peach Walker Drive, Bowie, Maryland.  Saturday 10 am - 5 pm. Sunday 11 am- 4 pm. Admission $5.00  www.southerncomforters.org.  410-451-2728.  president@southerncomforters.org
 

March 21-22, 2009. Manassas, Virginia.  Cabin Branch & Stone House Quilters Present Their 2009 Quilt Show. Prince William County Fairgrounds, 10624 Dumfries Road, Manassas, VA. www.cabinbranch.org  or www.stonehousequilters.org.

 

March 21, 2009 National Quilting Day.  Check your local shop for information on events.

 

March 28-29,2009. Charlottesville, VA. Jefferson County Quilt Show XI, Sponsored by Charlottesville Area Quilters Guild. Saturday 10 am-5pm.  Sunday 12 pm-5 pm. Shelley 434-985-1115.   East Rivanna Volunteer Fire Station   Rte 250 East at Glenmore,  Charlottesville, VA.  shelleyanderson@earthlink.net.  For more info visit: http://avenue.org/quilts/show.html.

 

April 1-5, 2009  Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 19th Annual "Spring Quilt Blossom Festival" 

Continental Inn ( across from Lancaster Host Resort)  Wednesday 1 pm-6 pm.  Thursday-Saturday 9 am- 6 pm.  Sunday 9 am-2 pm.    Country Treasures  802-875-4377

 

April 2-5, 2009  Lancaster, Pennsylvania.  Quilters Heritage Celebration.  Lancaster Host and Conference Center. 2300 Lincoln Highway East, Lancaster, Pennsylvania  Thursday and Saturday 9 am- 5 pm.  Friday 9 am-7 pm. Sunday 11 am- 4 pm.   www.qhconline.com   

Rita 217-854-9323.  rbbarber@qhconline.com
April 16-18, 2009, Ellicott City, MD.  Milltown Quilters Quilt Show.  Thursday 10am-6pm, Friday 10am-8pm, Saturday 10am-4pm.   First Presbyterian Church of Howard County, Routes 29 & 108, Ellicott City MD.  Admission: $5.00, Raffle Quilt: Espresso Squared. www.milltownquilters.com or milltownquiltshow@gmail.com
 

April 22-25,2009. 25th Anniversary Celebration.  AQS Quilt Show and Contest. Paducah Expo Center. Paducah, Kentucky.  www.AmericanQuilter.com
 

April 24-26,2009. Gaithersburg, Maryland.  Quilting USA 2009.  Friendship Star Quilters Guild.  Montgomery County Fairgrounds, Home Arts Building.  16 Chestnut Street, Exit 11 off I-270.  Gaithersburg, Maryland. Friday 12 pm-8 pm.  Saturday 10 am-6 pm. Sunday 10 am-5 pm.  www.friendshipstar.org.  Harriet 301-649-6243.  harriet_sew@msn.com.

_____________________________________

Bits and Pieces

Pfaff 1200 grand quilter--used only to practice free motion quilting, excellent condition, $900 (new ones are $1400).  Mike Kroener  301-942-1480 or mikejafra@aol.com
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

A new quilt shoppe located in Westminster, Md. has opened:  A Piece of My Heart, 63 E.Main Street - lower level rear (free parking), Westminster, MD 21157  (410) 751-5552


apieceofmyheart@verizon.net  www.apieceofmyheartshoppe.com
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

KOLAM: QUILTS & PAINTINGS -  Opening Reception and Presentation Sunday, March 1, 2009 from 12:30pm to 2:30pm  An exhibit of Kolam designs of Tamil Naidu in quilts and paintings by Lauren Kingsland and Shanthi Chandra-Sekar will be on display in the Gandhi Memorial Center from March 1 to March 28. The exhibit may be viewed on Fridays and Saturdays from 10am to 4pm and by appointment. 
______________________________________
Member News
From Floris Flam:

Betty Ford, Barbara Eisenstein, Sue Walen, Anne Datko and I each have work in the Second Annual Tribute to Fiber Art show at BlackRock Center for the Arts. The show runs from March 4-April 9.  The opening reception will be Saturday, March 7, from 5:30-7:30 pm.  Gallery hours are Mon - Fri 9 am - 5 pm, Sat: 10 am - 2 pm.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
From Nancy Johnson:

It might be of interest to the membership to know that I taught at the final Jinny Beyer Hilton Head Island Quilting Seminar January 28-Feb 1-- my 20th year teaching there.  There were 420 participants with 185 being first time students. As they say," A good time was had by all”.

____________________________________________

Committee Chairs – contact these people to volunteer or get information:

Current Events:  

Ann Plunkett

Historian:  


Francie Parrack

Hospitality:  


Mary Hagen, Anne Hammond

Library:  


Patrice Thomas

Membership:  

Ruth Cohen, Margaret Natof, Ronnie Sullivan

Newsletter:  


Kim Jalette

Programs:  


Lois Smith, Burt White, Beverly Ferrell, Shirley Hangen, Shirley Malia

Quilt Consortium:

Elizabeth Davison

Quilting Bee:  

Pam Hahn

Quilting for Others:  

Beth Smith

Retreat:  


Lisa Walker

Sunshine:  


Betty Ford

Website:  


Jane Van Horn

Welcoming:  


Mary Hagen, Jill Ruspi

All telephone numbers, snail mail and e-mail addresses can be found in the Membership Directory.  Copies are available from the Membership Chairs.

Please notify Ruth Cohen with any changes in home address/phone number/e-mail address.
Nimble Fingers

c/o Kim Jalette

Remember, our guild challenge “Your Favorite Beverage”        is due at the March 5th meeting!!!

NEXT MEETING:  March 4th

Lesley Riley - lecture

And on March 5th, an all-day

Lutradur Workshop with Lesley Riley
OUR MEETING LOCATION:  Potomac Community Center, 11315 Falls Road, Potomac MD, 10 AM on the first Wednesday of the month (except July and August) 







