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Co-Presidents’ Message – 

Priscilla Lai and Ruan Robertson 

Dear Members,

Greetings to all of you.  This is the last message that we will be sending to you before we “retire” after almost two years as your Presidents.  We would like to leave you with a few thoughts about the nature of quilts, quilting and quilters.  

A quilt is defined by the stitched or tied threads that hold its layers together.  Similarly, Nimble Fingers Quilters group is firmly connected by threads that link it to the community, the larger quilting world, and with each member.

One of these threads is giving.  A stated purpose of Nimble Fingers is service to the community.  Since its founding, our guild has pursued an active outreach program,  “Quilting for Others.”  We have an on-going relationship with Habitat for Humanity to make quilts for residents of new Habitat homes.  We have donated more than 700 quilts to shelters in Montgomery County.  And our members have made many cheerful pillowcases for young patients being treated at Children’s Hospital.  N F’s charity program needs new chair people; we hope a group of you will come forward to lead and continue the valuable and outstanding work that has been accomplished.  To be a successful guild, we also need every member to give time as a volunteer or participant in any of the group’s many and varied activities.  

A second thread that binds us is learning.  The other major objective of Nimble Fingers is to promote the study and practice of methods of quilting.  Early on, we became Chapter 19 of the National Quilting Association, which is a source of information about much that is happening in the quilting world.  Our opportunity quilts, past and present, are included in the NQA national show in Ohio.  We hope members will arrange to take our current “Colors of Our World” quilt to other shows as well.  This exposure to a larger arena opens valuable learning experiences and lots of inspiration.  Learning is also fostered by our meetings programs and workshops.  Please support the dedicated work of our program committees by taking classes to learn new skills and expand your quilting horizons.  Also our own quilt shows help to educate the greater public about quilting.  Everyone’s participation in that effort is critical; think about what each of you can contribute to the success of our show and dive in! 

The third and strongest thread that ties us together is sharing.  It is implicit in giving and learning.  Sharing draws us together in mutual support, encourages friendship, inspires us, enriches our experiences, and connects us securely like the layers of a quilt.  Many members have shared their time and expertise with us and our other officers – we thank you all.  Most especially, we want to thank those other officers for their outstanding work.  To Anne Datko, Sheila Kramer, Ellie Lomax, and Lisa Walker, working with the four of you  has always been pure pleasure.  We are excited about the new slate of officers which the nominating committed has tapped, and we will happily assist the transition to their leadership. Our hope is that the general membership will actively give them whole-hearted support.  The cooperation and coordination that make a guild successful are the ultimate expression of our sharing with each other and with the greater quilting community. 

Priscilla Lai and Ruan Robertson, Co-Presidents 

____________________________________________
Nominating Committee – Susan Sellers

The Nominating Committee is pleased to report that we have found volunteers to fill the slate of officers for the Nimble Fingers 2010 election. 

 

The bylaws indicate that the slate is formally presented to the membership by the Nominating Committee at the March meeting.  The election is held at the April meeting, after a call for any additional nominations from the floor.  The officers’ terms will begin in May 2010.

 

Nimble Fingers Slate of Officers for 2010- 2011

Co-Presidents:  Patty Estey and Linda August

Vice President:  Pat Lefevre

Secretary:  Evelyn Farinas

Treasurer:  Barbara Kilby

Susan Sellers, Nominating Committee Chair

Beth Smith, Marlene Gaunaurd, Shirley Malia, Cheryl Layman, Committee Members

____________________________________________

Programs – Lois Smith, Burt White, Beverly Ferrell, Shirley Hangen, Shirley Malia

March 3 – NF will host a Round Robin featuring appliqué, embellishments, stamping, and other toppings.  Six guild members will provide demonstrations and a handout describing their technique.

April 7 – Susan Leonard will provide a lecture and trunk show on memory quilts, an art she has been developing for years.  Using a combination of old garments, household goods, and new fabrics, she creates quilts, wall art, and other decorative pieces that celebrate an event or tell a memorable story.   

Following lunch, Susan will provide her workshop:  Think You Can’t Draw?  Try it With Scissors!  

One year, while making calendars with cut paper designs, Susan discovered she could “draw” with scissors when she never could with crayons or paints.  Now she uses cut paper designs as the first step in creating her small quilts.  She takes a photograph or image and simplifies it with paper and scissors before thinking about the fabric and thread. 

This is more than just kid stuff.  Susan’s afternoon workshop is really about using the various design elements and principles such as:  space, line, color, shape, texture, form, value, balance, repetition, contrast and harmony.  And don’t forget – imagination! 

Cut images from this workshop will be made into 5” x 7’ greeting cards.  No sewing machines necessary.

The class fee will be $35.00 plus a $5 material fee which includes card stock, envelopes, funky foil for cutting shapes, glue sticks.  A supply list will be provided.  Contact Burt White to register at abilumo@aol.com.

May 5 - Paula Scaffidi, an internationally known textile artist, innovator, and creativity coach will join us for a lecture and trunk show.  Noted for imaginatively combining classic sewing techniques with emerging technologies, Paula offers her students doable steps with creative options that naturally eliminate rubber stamped results.

May 6 – 7 Paula will provide her new, two day workshop Carpe Diem:  Abstraction Inspired by the Land. “Fresh piecing techniques and essential design basics will beckon everyone on a journey. Learn to compose intriguing abstract art. Discover it rooted in memories of a place in nature that you’ve loved. Find out what abstraction is; and how a landscape can guide you in delivering expressive, unique artistic statements in cloth. The silent language of pieced color, shape, line and value will shape the feeling. And you will learn to spontaneously sew fluid lines, neatly fitting straight and curved shapes together ... all without templates or pattern pieces. Leave behind the fuss of pins for smooth, elegant mastery of curved sewing. Build color within a palette that will make your heart sing.”
Learn to…..

· Sew with relaxed piecing techniques

· Design as you sew

· No drawing skills needed!

· Improvise

· “Abstract” the landscape

· Create different moods with values

· Have lots of sewing *FUN*

· Include optional machine felting in your quilts

“Satisfy eye, mind and hand with a non representational inner landscape. Seize the day!”  Class fee $110.  Supply list will be provided.  Contact Burt White to reserve your space.

June 2- NF Paint Chip Challenge quilts due.  Join the fun and exercise your imagination!  Any technique or combination of techniques may be used for construction.  A bag of paint chips and instructions may be obtained at the guild meeting from the Program committee.

Also, if you participated in January’s Mystery Quilt workshop, please bring your quilts (finished or not!) for a group show and tell at the June meeting.
NOTE:  The Program Committee is looking for new volunteers – please let Susan Sellers know if you are interested.
____________________________________________
Hospitality – Carole Auth, Karen Cyr, Nancy Sharp
The March meeting seems like it will be a lot of fun. Getting together with those members that you have missed will make lunch sort of special. All of the members who are traveling to the N.J. show early will certainly be missed. Good luck in selling tickets for our lovely quilt and enjoy the quilt show.

 

I will not be at the March meeting but will be thinking of all of you at the March meeting. I too will be at quilt retreat in Indiana with my old quilt guild.
 

The hostesses for the March meeting are as follows:  Betty Ford, Cherry Glazer, Shirley Hangen, Jill Ruspi, Deja Lockwood and Dorothy Fortna. Anne Hammond will order and pick up the sandwiches and will also collect the monies.
 

Karen Cyr will be the captain for this meeting and if you have any questions please feel free to contact her. I have asked her to make an announcement for members to sign up for the opportunity to be hostess and to share some goodies with the rest of the membership, both new and those who have been seasoned.

The April meeting hostesses will be: Chita Brawner, Cheryl Layman, Anne Trudel, Jean Porto, Rainie Broad, Flo Warmack, Joan Winovich and Ellie Mc Curley. Once again, Anne Hammond will order the sandwiches and salad for the meeting.

 

It gives me great pleasure to meet all these ladies over the phone. I truly enjoyed talking with them and getting to know them. Looking forward to meeting you all in person. Thank you all for your help now and in the past months. The saying: HOSTESS FOR THE MOSTEST certainly applies to each and everyone who so kindly help hostess for the Guild Meetings. See you all in April.  
Carole Auth
____________________________________________
Quilting for Others – Beth Smith

This will probably be my last newsletter entry for Quilting for Others.  The furniture is in storage, the renovations are almost done, and the house goes on the market on March 2nd.    Thanks to all who temporarily adopted the fabric and supplies, Q4O will continue as before – provided a new chairperson is located. 

Remember, it is a labor of love to do this job, but oh, the rewards.  The new chair will be helping not just the people who are gifted with quilts, but the guild itself by helping maintain our non-profit status.  If a small group of friends got together to do this job, all the better because then no one person would have to provide storage.  Please think about it. 

We have found a home for the vintage linens donated to the guild by Blanca Poteat.  Judy Gula, a fiber artist and owner of www.artisticartifacts.com, took the entire donation.  Her quilts are a wonder to behold, and I encourage anyone who is interested to visit her web site.  

My intention is to maintain my membership in Nimble Fingers even after we move to Ohio.  I will pass our new address and phone number on to the membership committee when the time comes.  We will be living very close to the Cuyahoga Valley National Park.  We can go see the buzzards return to Hinckley every year, and will be on guard for the return of the Peninsula Python – a local myth.  We can get to the summer home of the world class Cleveland Symphony Orchestra in about 10 minutes, and the (also) world class Cleveland Museum of Art will also be very accessible.  There are quilt shops galore, and a large Amish community nearby as well.  

Finally, I can’t say enough for the members of Nimble Fingers who have worked so hard to make sure our generosity continues.  May what you have done for others come back to you many times over.  

____________________________________________
Quilting Bee – Mary Campbell

Quilting Bees are always on the third Thursday so next on March 18 and April 15. 

Location:  Habitat for Humanity, 9110 Gaither Rd. in Gaithersburg (past Capital Quilts, on the left), beginning around 10 and continuing until 12:30.  

Questions:  Contact Mary Campbell at mcampscomp@aol.com
____________________________________________
Current Events – Ann Plunkett

 

March 1 – Online registration begins for Mid-Appalachian Quilters 23rd Annual Educational Seminar, July 9-11, 2010, Mount. St. Mary’s University, Emmitsburg MD www.maqonline.org
March 1 – Online registration begins for Quilt Odyssey 11th Anniversary Quilt Show with Workshops and Merchants Mall, July 22-25, 2010, Hershey, PA www.quiltodyssey.com
March 3-28, 2010. 3rd Annual Tribute to Fiber Arts Exhibit, BlackRock Center for the Arts, Germantown MD.  Meet the Artists opening reception March 6, 5:30-7:30 pm. 

www.blackrockcenter.org
March 4-7, 2010. The Quilt Fest of New Jersey VI, Somerset NJ  www.quiltfest.com
March 20, 2010. National Quilting Day. Check your local Quilt shop for event information.

 

March 20 -21,2010. Cabin Branch and Stone House Quilters 2010 Quilt Show. Prince William County Fairgrounds, 10624 Dumfries Road, Manassas VA  www.cabinbranch.org or www.stonehousequilters.org. 

 

March 24-27, 2010. AQS Quilt Show, Lancaster County Convention Center, Lancaster PA

www.AmericanQuilter.com 

 

March 24-27, 2010. 20th Annual "Spring Quilt Blossom Festival" Continental Inn, Rte. 30 - Lincoln Hwy East. Lancaster PA Wednesday - Saturday 9am - 6pm. www.springquiltblossomfestival.com. 

 

March 26-27,2010. Hilton Head Quilt Festival. St. Andrew By the Sea UMC Celebration Center, Hilton Head Island SC www.palmettoquiltguild.org.

 

April 17-18, 2010. Mason-Dixon Quilt Show, Hagerstown Community College, Hagerstown MD http://btq.smith1028.com/quiltshow.htm 

April 21-24, 2010. AQS Quilt Show, Paducah Expo Center, Paducah KY www.AmericanQuilter.com.

 

April 23-25, 2010. Quilted Jewels and Gems, Friendship Star Quilters. Montgomery County Fairgrounds, Gaithersburg MD.  www.friendshipstar.org.

April 29-May 1, 2010. Faithful Circle Quilters Quilt Show, First Presbyterian Church of Howard County, Columbia MD  www.faithfulcirclequilters.com
________________________________________

Member News

Anne Datko’s quilt “Catnip Tea and Me”, which she completed for the Nimble Fingers 2008 challenge, was juried into the Mid-Atlantic QuiltFest  in Hampton, VA.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Sheila Kramer’s zebra quilt "When You Hear Hoofbeats..." was accepted into the Quilt Fest of New Jersey and as a semi-finalist in the AQS show in Lancaster, PA. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Quilts by Priscilla Lai and Jane Oden were also accepted as semi-finalists in the AQS show in Lancaster.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++


Remembering Alice Sanslone
Alice was one of the original members of Nimble Fingers.  Besides enjoying quilting, for years she was a docent at the Beall Dawson House in Rockville and substituted at Montgomery County Schools. If you attended the September meeting, you will remember Alice showing a full size quilt.  She mentioned that it was the first time that she had brought show and tell.  Alice will be missed for her willingness to help with the quilt shows and various activities.
________________________________________

Bits and Pieces

MINI GROUPS:  Several new members would like to join or start a new Mini Group.  They are interested in wall hangings, small projects, and appliqué.  If you are interested in joining a new mini group or have a group and looking for new members, see Liz Brigham after the March 3rd and April 7th meetings or give her a call 301-681-5351.  If we do start a new mini group I would like some of you who have experience in setting up a mini group to give me a call.  Also, if you are willing to come to a new group meeting to share with new members how to appliqué or design small quilts please let me know.  We can meet at Hughes United Methodist Church at the corner of Georgia Ave and Plyers Mill Rd in Wheaton.  Date and time to be provided later.  Liz Brigham, 301-681-5351, LizzyBr@verizon.net
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Debra Gabel, a founding member of Metrothreads, an online and live fiber arts community, invites us to join her at their next meeting on April 24 from 1-4 pm at her studio, 13618 Meadow Glenn, Clarksville, MD 21029.  If you would like to join the Metrothreads fiber arts group please send an email to debra@zebrapatterns.com and she will send you a personal invite to join the Yahoo group.
____________________________________________

Committee Chairs – contact these people to volunteer or get information:

Current Events:  

Ann Plunkett

Historian:  


Susan Sellers

Hospitality:  


Carole Auth, Karen Cyr, Nancy Sharp

Library:  


Patrice Thomas

Membership:  

Ruth Cohen, Margaret Natof, Ronnie Sullivan

Newsletter:  


Kim Jalette

Programs:  


Lois Smith, Burt White, Beverly Ferrell, Shirley Hangen, Shirley Malia

Quilt Consortium:

Elizabeth Davison

Quilt Show:


Beverly Ferrell

Quilting Bee:  

Mary Campbell

Quilting for Others:  

Beth Smith

Retreat:  


Lisa Walker

Sunshine:  


Betty Ford

Website:  


Jane Van Horn

Welcoming:  


Mary Hagen, Jill Ruspi

All telephone numbers, snail mail and e-mail addresses can be found in the Membership Directory.  Copies are available from the Membership Chairs.

Please notify Ruth Cohen with any changes in home address/phone number/e-mail address.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

SNOW AND/OR INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY:
If Montgomery County Public Schools are operating on a delayed opening schedule (either one or two hour delay), the Nimble Fingers meeting will go on as scheduled (10 am at the Potomac Community Center).  If Montgomery County Public Schools are closed, then the Nimble Fingers meeting will be cancelled.

NEW ON NIMBLE FINGERS WEBSITE:

CHECK OUT THE PHOTO GALLERY

“BLIZZARD QUILTS”

www.nimblefingers.org
Quilt Show 2010 – Colors of our World
Hello everyone!

Although it’s hard to believe given the mountains of snow lining the streets and parking lots, it will soon be Spring and the date of the Colors of Our World quilt show draws ever closer.

Volunteers will be heading to the Mid Atlantic and New Jersey Quilt Festivals in the next couple of weeks.  It will be a busy schedule of White Gloving (the cost to display our quilt) and selling raffle tickets.  To assist us in our efforts, Lois Smith and Margaret Hartranft developed a brochure featuring our raffle (opportunity) quilt with instructions and the formulas used for dyeing all the beautiful colors found in the quilt.  The brochures will be available for purchase when and where the quilt is displayed.  Floris Flam, Connie Condrell, and Sue Walen delivered the first batch of bookmarks for distribution at the Quilt Festivals and they look terrific.  Wish us luck!!!

We had our first big group meeting in January.  It provided an opportunity for those of us new to quilt show planning to see how various committees overlap, what challenges they face, and where they are in the planning process.  Thanks to all for your time and effort.

We are still in need of committee members for the Artisans Attic, Program Layout, Show Set-up and Signage.  Please consider volunteering.  If you are concerned that you lack experience, don’t be.  You will have plenty of help from members who do have experience, and it’s a great way to meet people and make new friends.

Please don’t forget your raffle tickets.  Shirley Malia is eagerly collecting the proceeds from our sales.  These funds are needed to cover initial show expenses like postage and printing.  Carole Auth and Nancy Sharp have taken our quilt to separate venues and reported that tickets sold with little effort as people marveled at the beauty of our quilt.

Please call or send me an email should you have any suggestions or to volunteer.

Thanks for your help.

Beverly Ferrell

beverlyferrellquilts@yahoo.com

Other show updates:

From Anne Trudel:  While you are spring cleaning your sewing room, please keep in mind our Quilt Show Raffle Baskets.  We would love to have your unused patterns, notions, threads, and fabrics from those projects you wanted to make, but didn't.  

 

Demonstrations:  Calling all talented Nimble Fingers members!

We need you to volunteer to be a part of our quilt show by sharing your quilt related expertise in a ten to fifteen minute presentation.  We will be scheduling one demonstration for each hour that the show is open, except for the opening and closing hours.  This was an extremely popular feature of our last quilt show and showcased the depth of talent of our members.  Last show we included such topics as hand quilting, free motion machine quilting, redwork, Paintstiks, discharge dyeing and more.  We would like to include new topics this time as well as revisiting some crowd favorites.

Contact Susan Sellers at sjsellers@aol.com to volunteer for this opportunity to pass along to others your quilt related knowledge and skills.

Nancy Sharp -----On the Road, Again

“Colors of Our World,” the Nimble Fingers Opportunity (Raffle) Quilt, is going on the road again.  It’s traveling to the two quilt shows in Hampton, VA and Somerset, NJ.  We thank all the enthusiastic volunteers (9 to Hampton, VA, and 8 to Somerset, NJ) who are attending these shows to help out with “White Gloving” tasks, and selling our raffle tickets. Thanks to all!   

Thinking Big:  We will report on our successful fundraising from the Hampton show at the March 3rd NF meeting, and report results from the Somerset, NJ show at the April 7th NF meeting.  We anticipate selling hundreds and hundreds of tickets and making thousands of dollars!  We are thinking BIG – Very, Very Big !!

NQA Show:  The Opportunity (Raffle) Quilt will be entered into the quilt competition of the National Quilting Association’s (NQA) Annual Show, June 17-19, 2010, in Columbus, OH.  We are sure the quilt will come home with Ribbons!

Local DC and MD Guilds:  Our traveling quilt is scheduled to visit about 10 other guilds in Maryland and Washington, DC, plus the Maryland State Fair and the Montgomery County Fair.  You are invited to assist us with these and other venues – like JoAnne’s in Frederick, MD.  We’re sure you heard about Carole Auth taking the quilt to the YMCA in Norfolk, VA and coming back with a bundle of sold tickets.  Nice going, and congratulations, Carole!  Let Nancy Sharp (NurseSharp@aol.com, 301-466-9200) know if you would like to join us on these enjoyable excursions around the state.

The Benefits:  Remember, each time you sell a $1.00 raffle ticket it goes toward furthering the goals of the Nimble Fingers Guild, including funding nationally-renown program speakers, and making contributions to local charities in Montgomery County, MD.  Thanks to all who contribute to these efforts!  
Challenge – Priority: Alzheimer’s Quilts – Kim Jalette & Morna Golletz

"Remember Me When..."
 

Have you ever considered what it would be like if you could no longer express yourself, share what your life had been like or know what or who you loved? That’s the losing battle that faces people afflicted with Alzheimer’s disease. It’s a challenge our families have confronted on a daily basis. It’s also the challenge we want to invite Nimble Fingers members to embrace. 

To get you started, here are some ideas: What positive, uplifting thing would you like people to know about you? Do you love sunny days, flowers, cats, a good book, hiking through the woods, a favorite color? When you remember special family members and friends, what are the happy memories? Translate this good feeling into a small quilt, no larger than 9" x 12". 

 

Our quilts will be displayed at the Nimble Fingers quilt show, then collected and sent to the Alzheimer's Art Quilt Initiative (AAQI), for on-line auction through their Priority: Alzheimer's Quilts project.  All profit will be used to fund Alzheimer's research.  

Coming soon on the Nimble Fingers website: additional information and requirements you will need so that our quilts can conform to the AAQI guidelines for submission. The deadline for this challenge will be our September meeting.
 

Together we can make a powerful statement.  Visit www.alzquilts.org to see how we can make a difference in fighting this disease. 
 

2010 Quilt Show – Committee Chairs

· Art Work:  Debra Gabel

· Artisan’s Attic:  

· Boutique:  Rainie Broad, Flo Warmack, Joan Winovich, Ellie McCurley, Luanne Lindeman

· Challenge - Alzheimer’s Art Quilt Initiative:  Kim Jalette, Morna Golletz

· Demonstrations:  Susan Sellers

· Design (quilt layout):  Julie Taylor

· Opportunity (raffle) Baskets:  Anne Trudel, Nancy Rose Opeka

· Opportunity (raffle) quilt committee:  Margaret Hartranft, Ginger Peebles, Diane Heller

· Opportunity (raffle) quilt mother (and scheduler): Nancy Sharp

· Opportunity (raffle) quilt tickets: Shirley Malia

· Program Advertising:  Anne Datko

· Program Layout:

· Publicity:  Floris Flam, Connie Condrell, Sue Walen

· Quilt Registration:  Linda Molinari, Mary Hanes

· Quilt Show Chair:  Beverly Ferrell

· Quilting for Others:  Linda August, Margaret Natof

· Secretary: Sheila Kramer

· Show Set-up:

· Signage:  

· Silent Auction:  Burt White, Sandra Chin, Donna Duce, Donna Kopp

· Treasurer:  Burt White

· Vendors:  Pat Lefevre, Evelyn Farinas, Margaret Hartranft

· Viewers Choice Awards: Lois Smith

· Volunteers:  Margaret Taylor, Trudy Strobel, Bea Stack, Liz Brigham

Nimble Fingers

c/o Kim Jalette

6505 Garden Grove Way

Laytonsville, MD  20882
NEXT MEETINGS:  

March 3 - Member Round Robin Demo
April 7 - Susan Leonard: Lecture-Memory Quilts PM Workshop- Think You Can’t Draw? Try it With Scissors! 

OUR MEETING LOCATION:  Potomac Community Center, 11315 Falls Road, Potomac MD, 10 AM on the first Wednesday of the month (except July and August).  Luncheon follows. [image: image1.png]









