Nimble Fingers Newsletter

www.nimblefingers.org

May/June 2009
Officers 2009-2010

Co-Presidents:  Priscilla Lai and      Ruan Robertson



Vice President:  Ellie Lomax

Secretary:  Sheila Kramer

Treasurer:  Anne Datko 

CELEBRATING 35 YEARS OF FELLOWSHIP

___________________________________________

Co-Presidents’ Message – 

Priscilla Lai and Ruan Robertson 

This will be the last official Newsletter until the Fall, and we have only two more meetings before Summer vacation is upon us.  If you’re worried about going into “quilt withdrawal” or just want to continue communing with fellow NF members, consider attending our quilting Bees which will gather as usual during June, July and August at the county Habitat for Humanity headquarters.

The emphasis at the summer sessions will be on charity quilting projects.  Beth Smith, chair of Quilting for Others, has put together quilt kits using some of the lovely donated fabrics which have come in recently.  At the Bees, members may cut fabric to make up more kits, construct tops for the Women’s Shelter, make pillow cases for children battling cancer, or sew 12 ½ inch blocks to be assembled into quilts later.

But you don’t have to work on charity items to enjoy the Bees.  Any member should feel free to bring her own project which might include other kinds of needlework.  It’s also a good time to get help with pinning a large quilt; the Habitat facility has big tables that make this chore much easier.

One of the best aspects of our Bees is the camaraderie.  Drop in just to chat, keep in touch, catch up on gossip, or go out for lunch with the group.

Lastly, there are the shopping opportunities.  Habitat operates the ReStore, which is a fascinating place to browse.  It has been a source of materials for our Quilt Show Boutique.  Members have found just the right stuff there for remodeling a kitchen, or redecorating a living room!  And Capital Quilts is a block away.

The logistics:  Habitat for Humanity Offices and ReStore

                        9110 Gaither Road, Gaithersburg MD 20877

                        301-990-0014

                        June 18, July 16, and August 20, from 10:00 am to 12:30 pm.

Questions: Contact Pam Hahn, Bee Chair; or Beth Smith, Chair of Quilting for Others
____________________________________________
New Officers 

T

At the April meeting, the nominating committee (Pam Hahn, Rainie Broad, Marlene Livingston, Ellie McCurley and Patrice Thomas) presented the following slate of officers for next year:  


Priscilla Lai and Ruan Robertson, Co-Presidents


Ellie Lomax, Vice-President


Anne Datko, Treasurer


Sheila Kramer, Secretary

Members voted to approve the slate of officers. The term of office runs from May 1, 2009 through April 30, 2010.   Please welcome Ellie to the Board and say thanks to ALL of our officers for their efforts on behalf of the group!

Also, please extend your thanks to Lisa Walker as past Vice President.  Lisa will be moving from the area, so she is not able to continue.  Lisa, we will miss you!!

____________________________________________
Quilt Show 2010 News

The dates of our next show have been finalized. They are October 14-16, 2010 at the same University of Maryland Shady Grove location.

Nimble Fingers Quilt Show Raffle Basket Chair, Anne Trudel, is reminding you to bring fat quarters to the May/June meetings    May spring colors of fat quarters, and June wedding colors, or just your favorite color.   Thank you.

____________________________________________

Programs – Lois Smith, Burt White, Beverly Farrell, Shirley Hangen, Shirley Malia

May 6 - Our program will center on a retrospective of the work of Lois T. Smith.  Who better to share this journey with us than our very own guild member, who is also a renowned quilt maker, author, teacher, and judge?  Through a trunk show/slide show presentation, Lois will guide us along her path from early traditional blocks to her unique style of quilting, block setting, and sewing completed blocks together that has won her international acclaim.  

May 7 - Discard your ruler and cut free form shapes from your selected fabrics.  It couldn’t be easier, or more personal.  Strips will later be placed on a design wall to create your own flow of color and design.  In her workshop “Renegade Shapes”, Lois Smith will lead us through this liberating exercise, focusing on such techniques as curved strip-piecing, inset shapes, and value awareness.  Note:  The workshop is full, but we do have a wait list.  Contact Burt White if you would like to add your name.

June 3 – We wrap up our 2008-2009 program with a Trunk Show/lecture by quilt artists and authors Maxine Rosenthal and Joy Pelzmann, known for their exciting quilts full of color and movement.    

June 4 - Maxine and Joy will provide an all day workshop based on their book “One Block Wonders”. Stunning quilts result from simple hexagons using one delicious, large print fabric.  Single motifs within the same fabric are pieced into kaleidoscopic shapes that transform into flowers and pinwheels that swirl across the quilt.  Workshop fee:  $50

And when we return from our summer vacations…….

September 2 and 3 - Sisters Barbara Persing and Mary Hoover will share their quilting expertise in piecing and appliqué through a lecture and workshop entitled “StrataVarious Quilts”.  Whether you work from your stash or select a variety of fat quarters, they will guide us through this simple technique:  cut strips, join, slice, and sew. Borders and appliqué make each quilt spectacular.

October 2009 – June 2010
Many exciting guests and workshops are already being scheduled for next year including: fabric dyeing with Amanda Ford, a Long Arm Quilting panel discussion, Kim Jalette’s fun and fabulous mystery quilt, quilt appraisals, felting, and much, much more….

___________________________________________
Welcoming – Jill Ruspi and Mary Hagen

We have volunteered to serve as a new committee with the goal of guaranteeing that new members feel welcome in the guild.  Please welcome the following new Nimble Fingers members whenever you have the opportunity: Carole Auth, Judy Duffield, Nancy Mottola, Nancy Sharp, Susan Wald and Betty Walker.  If we have omitted any one, forgive us and let us know.  

Have a wonderful spring and summer - Keep quilting.    
____________________________________________
Membership – Ruth Cohen, Margaret Natof, Ronnie Sullivan
JUST A REMINDER:  DUES are DUE!


The Nimble Fingers fiscal year is from May 1 - April 30. Your dues for the year beginning 
May 1, 2009 and ending April 30, 2010 are now being collected. About 50 members
have already renewed for next year. Please add your name to the growing list by bringing
your dues on May 6 to the Anniversary Luncheon meeting. Or you may send your check to
Ruth Cohen, 5453 Marlin St., Rockville, MD 20853.

___________________________________________
Hospitality – Mary Hagen and ???

LUNCHEONS FOR NIMBLE FINGERS

The menu for our May meeting luncheon is the catered lunch celebrating the 35th anniversary of Nimble Fingers.  Lisa Walker is in charge of arranging the lunch. Make sure you make your reservations.  May hostesses will bring drinks.

Our hostesses for the May meeting are:  Marilyn Barth, Jacqueline Callahan, Sue Walen, Christine Baker, Marion Griffith, Mary Zmitrovich, Francie Parrack and Linda August.

The menu for our June meeting is sandwiches and salad from deli at $4 per sandwich.  Hostesses will bring drinks and dessert.

Our hostesses for the June meeting are: Ginger Peebles, Cherry Glazer, Shirley Hangen, Barbara Kilby, Susan Sellers, Paige Garber, Margaret Hartranft and Alice Sanslone.

Please consider volunteering as co-chair for Hospitality as Anne Hammond will not be able to continue for another year.  Let’s give a big thanks to Anne for all of her time and effort on 

this committee!  We need volunteers for our Luncheon tradition to continue….

____________________________________________
Quilting for Others – Beth Smith

QUILTING FOR OTHERS GETS LUCKY

When I distributed kits for quilt tops at the April meeting, I was very happy to see all of the ones I had with me disappear.  The members who took them will make tops for the November Quilt-In, and I hope they were pleasantly surprised by the quality of the fabric once they unwrapped it.  I have more.  And more coming, as two large donations are ready for me to pick up.

Although I haven’t heard anything from Molly at Habitat about the families for this year, I don’t think it’s too soon to start collecting quilts for them.  It’s a fairly safe bet to make a twin or double size and be sure it will get used.  So I’m opening my cupboards to the guild now and over the summer for you to come and see what’s available, and do some mixing and matching.  Without knowing anything about the recipient – male or female, teenager or adult, toddler or infant – we can still make quilts ahead and if they aren’t used by Habitat, they will go to the shelter.  If you would like to start on your Habitat quilt now, please let me know so I can generate a chart like the ones I’ve done in 2007-08.  

For the bees we will be having over the summer at the Habitat offices in Gaithersburg, I will bring fabric every time we meet, and bee participants can select what they would like to use.  I want to reiterate that the fabric I’ve been getting lately is quality quilting cotton, and you won’t find it hard to put together an attractive quilt from what you take home.  Some pieces are quite large, and others are fat quarters, squares, and scraps.  I have every color, motif, style and era and, while I love looking at it, I’d like to free up some space in my house.  If you can’t make it to a bee, call me and we’ll arrange a time for you to stop in and pick out what you’d like to use. 

My doctor tells me that one of the factors that keeps people out of nursing homes and living longer is an active social life.  So, in an effort to prolong my life and yours, I’d like to invite you to get some donated fabric at a bee, a meeting, or at my house and make a quilt with it.  We’ll be helping a stranger keep warm, plus we’ll both live a little longer.  There are opportunities for leisurely lunches, a stroll around the grounds of my palatial estate, and a romp through yards and yards of donated fabric.  Now doesn’t that sound like fun?  My number’s on the roster.

If you are planning on coming to the Habitat bees this summer, and have never been before, the Habitat offices are located at 9100 Gaither Road.  If you turn down Gaither Rd. off Shady Grove Rd. and heading towards Capital Quilts, you go just past the shopping area where Capital Quilts is located and turn into the driveway on your left where there’s a sign that says Habitat for Humanity.  You can come in through the ReStore entrance or through the main office entrance.  The bee meets from 10 AM to about noon and we usually go out for lunch afterwards.

AND - Sandra Chin reports that she turned in 46 pillowcases for young cancer patients in April, all made by Nimble Fingers members.  The pillowcase project has become an important activity for us and the membership has really stepped up to support this effort.    

FROM YOUR CO-PRESIDENTS

Fabric Donations for Quilting for Others

Many generous Nimble Fingers members have given fabrics to Beth Smith for use in our Quilting for Others projects.  The material collected is to be used solely for bed quilts for the Women’s Shelter, Habitat for Humanity, or for the childrens’ Pillow Case project.  Since these uses require good-sized pieces of 100% cotton, we would like to request that any individual piece consists of a minimum of ¼th linear yard of cotton; fat quarters are fine too.

Now that Nimble Fingers has qualified for non-profit status, the cotton donations can be tax deductible.  Please be sure to obtain a receipt from Beth to document your contribution.  Those members who have email can receive a copy from Beth electronically.  Email her at imakequilts@yahoo.com.  Others should arrange for her to bring a receipt to them at a meeting, when Beth can also sign them.

Thanks to all of you who have offered both goods and time so generously.

Habitat for Humanity Contribution Form Available

For those of you who made and donated quilts in January, ‘09 to Habitat’s most recent new homeowners, there is now available a donation form suitable for use when you prepare your 2009 federal tax return.  Beth Smith will send you a copy of the form if you email her at imakequilts@yahoo.com. 

Please be aware that the value that you assign to your quilt can only reflect the cost of the materials, and that the form must be signed by a Habitat official.  If it is inconvenient for any member to go to the Gaithersburg Habitat office, Beth - or another NF member who attends the monthly “Bees” - can take it there for the signature.  Signed forms can be returned to the owners at regular meetings, or by mutual arrangement.

___________________________________________
Quilting Bee – Pam Hahn

May 21 - Habitat for Humanity, 9110 Gaither Rd.,  Gaithersburg, 10A-12:30P

Reminder:  we will continue to meet throughout the summer.  Summer dates are: June 18, July 16 & August 20.

Afterwards, join us for lunch and Capital Quilts for shopping!  Come one, Come all!!!!!!!

Any questions, contact Pam Hahn at pamhahn2002@gmail.com or at 240-277-0831.

Fun Friendship Work 

___________________________________________
Library – Patrice Thomas

Members who have taken out Nimble Fingers Library books this year are asked to return them to Patrice at the Library table at the next meeting so that a complete accounting of titles can be done during the summer recess months.
____________________________________________
Current Events – Ann Plunkett

May 17, 2009.  Baltimore, Maryland.  Textile Day at The Baltimore Museum of Art, Sunday 11am – 5pm.  Free - workshops, demos and exhibitors.  www.artbma.org
May 30 – July 11, 2009  North Bethesda, Maryland.  The Creative Crafts Council presents their juried 2009 Biennial Show.  10701 Rockville Pike, North Bethesda. 
www.creativecraftscouncil.org 
June 5 - 7, 2009.  Chantilly, Virginia.  "36th Annual Quilters Unlimited Show"  Sponsored by Quilters Unlimited.   Dulles Expo Center - North Hall.  4320 Chantilly Shopping Center, Chantilly.   Friday 10 – 6, Saturday 10-5, Sunday 11–4.
Admission:  $10 for one day - $20 for 3 days.    www.quiltersUnlimited.org
 

June 13 - 14, 2009   Annapolis, Maryland.  "Quilts By The Bay"      
Sponsored by Annapolis Quilt Guild.   Annapolis, Maryland.  2700 Riva Road, Annapolis, Saturday   10 am - 5 pm, Sunday  11 am - 5 pm.
Admission $7.00   www.annapolisquiltguild.org. Sharon 301-464-8932.
 

June 26 - 28, 2009.  Cumberland, Maryland.  Schoolhouse Biennial Quilt Show 2009.   Sponsored by Schoolhouse Quilters Guild, Inc. Allegany County Fairgrounds,  Cumberland.  Friday, Saturday and Sunday 10 am - 5 pm. 
Admission:  Adults $7.00    Children 12 and under Free. 
Sunbonnet@atlanticbb.net  .  301-729-5464.   www.schoolhousequilters.org. 
 

July 10-12, 2009.  Emmitsburg, Maryland.   22nd Annual Educational Seminar hosted by Mid-Appalachian Quilters, Inc. at Mount St. Mary’s University.  3 full days of classes and evening activities.  Commuter spaces available.  Contact Kim Jalette with any questions at orangecouchquilts@verizon.net.    www.maqonline.org
July 30 – August 2, 2009.  Hershey, Pennsylvania.  Quilt Odyssey 2009, 10th Anniversary.  Hershey Lodge and Convention Center, Hershey.  Quilt show, merchants mall and classes. 
www.quiltodyssey.com 
_____________________________________

Bits and Pieces

Lisa Walker announced that she is working on organizing a toiletries drive for our June meeting. If anyone has suggestions about shelters or other agencies that would benefit from such a donation, please get in touch with Lisa.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Pfaff Grand Quilter ---Excellent Condition, only used to practice free motion, $900. Call Mike Kroener, 301-942-1480 or email mikejafra@aol.com
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Cloth and Chocolate presents a Fiber Art Exhibit, April 2 thru 29, 2009 at the Friendship Heights Community Center, 4433 South Park Ave, Chevy Chase, MD. 

An Artists Reception will be held on Sunday, April 19 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Gallery hours are M-Th: 9:00a.m. to 9:00p.m.; F: 9:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.; Sa, Su: 9:00a.m. to 2:00p.m. The artists are Marina Baudoin, Twila Blume, Ruth Cohen, Melinda Lowy, Judy Lundberg, Karen Schulz, Margreta Silverstone, Linda Syverson-Guild

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Textile Museum at 2320 S  Street, NW, DC, is having an exhibition of Amish Quilts for the next couple of months.  They are just a two or three block walk from the DuPont Circle Metro Station.  For more information check them out on the web www.textilemuseum.org.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

PM Patchwork Quilters would like to invite members of Nimble Fingers to their meeting on Thursday evening, May 21st at 7:00 pm.  The program will be Donna Radner presenting a trunk show of her work.  To view Donna's quilts, please visit her web site at www.donnaradner.com.  Everyone will be asked to pay a speaker's fee of $5.00 at the door.

The location is the Chevy Chase Community Ctr. at 5601 Conn. Ave., NW, Washington, DC.

Questions?  Contact Marilyn Barth (marilyn9barth@yahoo.com, 202 686-6518), Barbara Eisenstein (beisenstein@verizon.net) or Ruan Robertson (rtimes2@netzero.net).

_____________________________________

Member News
Floris Flam will participate in Three at Studio 9336, May 15 from 5:30-8:30 PM and May 16 from 2:00- 5:00 PM.  The other participating artists in this open studio show are silk painter Clara Graves and watercolorist Bill Kreitlow.  Studio 9336 is at 9336 Harvey Road, Silver Spring, MD 20910.  Please call 301-589-1939 or visit the website at http://www.studio9336.com for additional information.


On Sunday, July 19 at 1:00, Floris will discuss her evolution as a quilter in a talk at the Textile Museum Shop, 2320 S St., N.W., Washington, DC. This is a free event; no reservations are required. Further details will be available at http://www.florisflam.com/current.html
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Sue Walen has had quilts accepted into major shows: Sacred Threads, 2009, SAQA Exhibition: Points of View, Yeiser Art Center: Fantastic Fibers 2009 and SAQA Exhibition: A Sense of Humor.  Sue has also been involved in a project to benefit art students at Montgomery College, which resulted in a book "President Obama: A Celebration in Art Quilts".  For more information, http://www.blurb.com/bookstore/detail/596799 or see a podcast at http://podcast.montgomerycollege.edu/podcast.php?rcdid=150.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Hello all... thank-you for thinking of me during my last (and I hope really the last) surgery. it was a doozey! I received the lovely card and it made me feel like a member of a caring group. Thanks again and one last advisory.... If anyone offers you a complete incisional ventral hernia repair for free... say no thanks and pass on that one. ...Piecefully- Bea Goodman
____________________________________________

Committee Chairs – contact these people to volunteer or get information:

Current Events:  

Ann Plunkett

Historian:  


Francie Parrack

Hospitality:  


Mary Hagen

Library:  


Patrice Thomas

Membership:  

Ruth Cohen, Margaret Natof, Ronnie Sullivan

Newsletter:  


Kim Jalette

Programs:  


Lois Smith, Burt White, Beverly Ferrell, Shirley Hangen, Shirley Malia

Quilt Consortium:

Elizabeth Davison

Quilting Bee:  

Pam Hahn

Quilting for Others:  

Beth Smith

Retreat:  


Lisa Walker

Sunshine:  


Betty Ford

Website:  


Jane Van Horn

Welcoming:  


Mary Hagen, Jill Ruspi

All telephone numbers, snail mail and e-mail addresses can be found in the Membership Directory.  Copies are available from the Membership Chairs.

Please notify Ruth Cohen with any changes in home address/phone number/e-mail address.
Nimble Fingers “Yard” Sale Being Planned

At our monthly meeting in October 2009, Nimble Fingers will hold a “yard” sale. Here is your chance to slim down your stash, get rid of equipment, books and craft items you no longer use, tidy up your studio; on the other hand, this may be your chance to stock up on fabric, find incredible bargains, or fill out your equipment needs, especially if you’re a new quilter. 

Did you know that our very reasonable dues do not cover our budget? Did you know that workshop fees are meant to cover only the workshop, not the morning speaker portion of our programs? Finally, for the last three years, Montgomery County has required payment for use of the facilities — we have had six free meetings, not ten, and we must also pay for workshop space. We fear that beginning next year, we will get no free time. Our show and opportunity quilt do earn money, but we need to save a large portion of that revenue to fund the next quilt show.  For these reasons, we will require that items you bring to the sale be donations — just as in the Quilt Show’s Artisans Attic.

A committee is being formed and will meet in May to organize the event. We believe this will be a lot of fun, an important service to N.F. and to our members. If you would like to serve on the organizing committee and/or work on the day of the sale, please email or phone Betty Ford — bcford@comcast.net; 301-384-4683.
Nimble Fingers

c/o Kim Jalette

6505 Garden Grove Way

Laytonsville, MD  20882
NEXT MEETING:  May 6th

Lois Smith – a Retrospective

35th Anniversary Luncheon

(reservations only)

And on May 7th, an all-day

Workshop with our own Lois Smith

(FULL, WAITING LIST)
OUR MEETING LOCATION:  Potomac Community Center, 11315 Falls Road, Potomac MD, 10 AM on the first Wednesday of the month (except July and August) 







