Greetings to Nimble Fingers members, and especially those of you who could not attend our Thirty-fifth Anniversary Celebration.  

We have been asked to write you a letter describing the highlights of our guild’s “birthday party.”  For a factual account of the meeting, please read Sheila Kramer’s excellent minutes on the website.

Here, we will try to give you a more personal account to convey the color and spirit of the occasion.  There will be photos posted on our website 

where you will be able to see many of the people, quilts and decorations.

The day began before 9:00 am with the PCC Social Hall crowded with many volunteers including Lisa Walker’s husband, George,  Lois Smith’s son, Ed, and Anne Datko’s neighbor, Jose.  When all was set up, we had a very festive venue with colorful tablecloths and napkins.  People who had attended Maria Simonson’s fiber sculpture workshop loaned their birds as centerpieces.  These were supplemented with potted geraniums in a range of colors.  Lisa Walker and Jacqueline Callahan planned everything to perfection! 

Highlights of the business portion of the meeting were the announcement of Beverly Ferrell as our new Quilt Show Chair.  Margaret Hartranft reported impressive progress on our raffle quilt.  She brought in sample boards of all the hand-dyed fabrics which will be pieced into the quilt.  It was a lovely rainbow array.

Show and Tell consisted of two parts – the first featured members’ recent work.  There were many wonderfully varied and beautiful creations for us to enjoy.  For the second part,  members were asked to bring quilts they made in any of Lois Smith’s classes.  Going around the room, table by table, they talked about works that they obviously treasured, not only for the care they put into them, but also for their personal enjoyment and growth from their association with Lois.  The time span covered over two decades of quilt making!  The most popular project was from Lois’ sampler class.  For many, that workshop was the introduction to quilting that encouraged them to continue to explore, experiment and develop as creative quilt artists.  

In celebrating Nimble Fingers’ Anniversary, we revisited our founding by Faye Goldey, and recognized four original members: Nancy Johnson, Yoko Swanobori, Alice Sanslone, and Jeanne Timken.  Alice and Jeanne attended the meeting.  The guild’s beginnings were modest but sound, and gave us the basis to grow into what we are today.

Francie Parrack gave a very gracious introduction of Lois as our featured speaker.   Lois, with Ed Smith’s assistance, treated us to a powerpoint account of her personal journey and career as a quilter, teacher and judge, and she followed that with a trunk show of many of her quilts, both early and recent.

After Lois’ talk, Co-Presidents, Priscilla and Ruan, presented her with the Memory Book consisting of members’ expressions of appreciation.  Cheryl Layman compiled the book, and her contribution was a lovely watercolor of a geranium placed on the cover.  Lois was very pleased, and we think it was truly a surprise. 

The guild’s anniversary luncheon was fabulous.  Lisa and Jacqueline hired My Thyme Caterers of Kensington.  They provided a delicious menu of tasty pasta salads, and gourmet sandwiches:  smoked salmon, chicken, and roasted vegetables.  Our party planners extraordinaire supplemented the fare with crudités, dip, and potato chips.  The Hospitality Committee brought in extra workers who provided excellent service.  Priscilla offered a toast to the guild, after which the celebratory cakes were cut.  The carrot cake congratulated the guild; the chocolate cake was inscribed with “We Love You Lois,”  and a yellow cake rounded out dessert.

We hope this account will give those of you who could not attend some of the flavor and pleasure of being there.  And if all goes well, there will be more milestone anniversaries to celebrate together in the future. 

Your Co-Presidents,  Priscilla Lai and Ruan Robertson 

