Nimble Fingers Quilters

General Meeting Minutes

January 6, 2010

· Welcome- Priscilla Lai and Ruan Robertson (co-presidents) opened the meeting by reminding the members to turn off their cell phones. 

· Welcoming- New members and visitors were introduced including the two students of Mary Campbell who came to set up the room. In addition, Carol Berg of Southern Comforters in Bowie, MD was introduced. She brought along their beautiful raffle quilt. Their show will be March 20 and 21. She hopes we all will attend. She has directions with her at the table.

· Show and Tell- Members displayed recently completed projects.

·  Business Meeting:

· Betty Ford, who organized the yard sale but was unable to attend because of health issues, is here to day. Welcome back Betty! She brought with her the books she had intended to bring to the yard sale. They will be available for purchase after the meeting before lunch. There is also a table of free donated items in the back. Please help yourselves.

· Membership: Ruth Cohen has updated the membership roster. It was sent out via e-mail. Ruth has some copies at the table.

· Mystery Quilt Workshop: Kim Jalette is again offering this popular program here at PCC tomorrow. There are still a few spaces so sign up at the table.

· Nominating Committee: Susan Sellers, Beth Smith, Patricia Estey, Evelyn Farinas, and Marlene Gaunaurd are the members of the committee. They are working to identify members interested in becoming officers or committee chairs for next year. If you are interested in serving, please contact a member of the committee. Ruan and Priscilla urged members to volunteer. The committee will be meeting on Friday.
. 

· Quilt Show 2010: 

· Nancy Sharp, the Quilt Mother, circulated sign-up sheets for the Hampton VA Show Feb. 25-28 and the New Jersey Show March 4-7. Please consider joining a car pool and participating in these exciting opportunities to sell tickets for our fabulous Opportunity Quilt. It is also an opportunity to white glove and to attend these popular quilt shows.

· Ann Trudel and Nancy Rose Opeka asked that members bring in holiday themed fat quarters, notions, thread, rulers, or quilt books for the Show Raffle Baskets.  Now is a good time to buy holiday fabrics on sale.

· Pat Lefevre made an announcement regarding the Vendor Committee. She needs a helper to work with her on this and she needs people willing to host a vendor in their home during the show.

· Beverly Farrell, Quilt Show Chair, discussed the need for a volunteer to coordinate the Quilt Show Set-Up. There is ample information from past shows on this aspect of the show and whoever takes this on will have many people to help. Please consider volunteering for this vital position. A volunteer is also needed to coordinate the Quilt Show Program Layout.

· Floris Flam reported that postcards advertising the Quilt Show and picturing the Opportunity Quilt are on order and will be available at the next meeting.

· Bees: Mary Campbell has taken over the coordination of the Bees. She thanked Pam Hahn for all her hard work. The next Bee will be January 21st. Quilting Bees are held the third Thursday of the month at Habitat for Humanity at 9110 Gaither Road, Gaithersburg (near Capitol Quilts) from 10:00am – 12:30pm. Participants usually go out for lunch afterwards. All are welcome for fun, frolic and food!

· Quilting For Others: Our long-time chair, Beth Smith, is putting her house on the market and she needs to find new homes immediately for all the materials she has been keeping in her home. Also her position is one of the chair positions that need to be filled for next year. Please consider working on this with a friend or as a mini group project. Beth said it is a really fun job. You get to be first to see all the beautiful donated fabric and work on such a rewarding project. You will need to be able to store some materials in your home. Let the nominating committee know if you are interested. The December Quilt-In was very successful. Beth dropped off 35 quilts to the shelter this week. There are about 10 more outstanding. Thank you everyone for making this project so successful.

· News and Events: “Cloth and Chocolate” has a quilt show at Brookside Gardens until Feb. 5th. Marina Baudoin described the show as quilts with a botanical theme and there will be a “meet the artist” reception on Jan. 31 from 2-5 pm. 

· Program Committee: Lois Smith reported that the program committee is also in need of volunteers for next year. The current committee meets monthly and has scheduled programs through June. The new committee will take over at the May meeting so that they can begin planning for the fall. 

The February program will be Quilto. It is like Bingo. The price of each card is a fat quarter so bring lots of fat quarters for this and for the show raffle baskets. Prizes will also be fat quarters. We will also be having a super Show and Tell in February.

The March program will be an embellishment Round Robin. There is room for one more technique. Please see the committee if you are interested in sharing your technique. 

In April Susan Leonard will provide a lecture and afternoon workshop on memory quilts, an art she has been developing for years.  Using a combination of old garments, household goods, and new fabrics, she creates quilts, wall art, and other decorative pieces that celebrate an event or tell a memorable story.   The class fee will be $35.00.  

In May, Paula Scaffidi is scheduled for a trunk show, followed by her new, two day workshop entitled Carpe Diem:  Abstraction Inspired by the Land. “Fresh piecing techniques and essential design basics will beckon everyone on a journey. Learn to compose intriguing abstract art. Discover it... rooted in memories of a place in nature that you’ve loved. Find out what abstraction is; and how a landscape can guide you in delivering expressive, unique artistic statements in cloth. The silent language of pieced color, shape, line and value will shape the feeling. And you will learn to spontaneously sew fluid lines, neatly fitting straight and curved shapes together ... all without templates or pattern pieces. Leave behind the fuss of pins for smooth, elegant mastery of curved sewing. Build color within a palette that will make your heart sing.  Satisfy eye, mind and hand with a non representational inner landscape. Seize the day!”  Class fee $110
The June program is the Annual Guild Challenge. It is a paint chip challenge. There are bags for sale for $1 at the table. The colors of the paint chips are to be used in the quilt and the chips should be hung from the bottom of the quilt. Any technique may be used. The committee requests that the quilts be 30x40 inches so that they may be eligible to be entered in the national guild challenge. 

The program participants were then introduced. They conducted a panel discussion on long arm quilting. The panelists were Marina Baudoin (a NF member), Susan Eitner (from Walkersville, MD) and Marj Coffey (from Green Spring, WV who also has

quilted the last three NF raffle quilts).
Respectfully submitted, 

Sheila Kramer

Secretary, Nimble Fingers Quilt Guild

