Nimble Fingers Quilters

General Meeting Minutes

September 2, 2009

· Welcome- Priscilla Lai and Ruan Robertson (co-presidents) opened the meeting by reminding the members to turn off their cell phones. They also requested that a member with a camera take photos of today’s program for the website.

· Welcoming- Two new members were introduced. New members have a flower sticker on their nametags. New members are welcome to sit at the New Member table for lunch. Members are urged to make them welcome.

· Visitor- Eleanor Balaban from Bethesda Quilters is here today selling chances on their Opportunity Quilt. Flyers are on the table for their October show. 

· Show and Tell- Members displayed recently completed quilts and other projects.

· Business Meeting:

· Membership: Ruth Cohen asked members to check the sign-in sheet and note that if there is a date next to your name, it means that your dues have been paid. Dues are $25 and are due now. If you do not pay your dues in the next week or so, your name will not be included in the membership list. New membership cards are at the table. Please remember to turn in your nametag at the end of the meeting. If you do not have computer access, let Ruth know so that she can arrange to have the Newsletter mailed to you.

· Hospitality- Carol Auth is the new chair of the Hospitality Committee. She is working with Nancy Sharp and Karen Cyr. New and Senior members are encouraged to sign up for hostessing. A sign-up sheet is being circulated. Hostesses bring drinks and dessert and are requested to be at the meeting at 9:15am until after lunch. We will continue with deli sandwiches and salads at $4. 

· Nominating Committee: We need a nominating committee to begin working immediately to put together a slate of officers for next year. Beth Smith and Susan Sellers have volunteered to be the two board members on the committee. Three additional volunteers from the general membership are:  Patricia Estey, Evelyn Farinas, and Marlene Gaunaurd.
· Opportunity Quilt: Margaret Hartranft showed some of the finished “rainbow” and appliqué vine panels of our quilt. She asked for name suggestions for the quilt, which will probably also be the name of our Quilt Show.

· Quilting For Others: Beth Smith read a thank you note she received from a Habitat family. Habitat will only need 6 quilts this year but next year they will be building townhouses in Poolesville, so more will be needed at that time. Beth has received a large donation of beautifully embellished clothing and linens. She needs volunteers to press those linens and she will be having a sale in her home for the benefit of the guild, which will be announced in the future. June McMurray, who is 95, can no longer provide quilt tops for us to use during our December Quilt-In. Beth has lots of donated fabric and will be putting together kits for members to take and work on. UFO’s or orphan blocks can also be used. Volunteers will be needed to help out at the December Quilt-In where quilts for the women’s shelter are put together, serged and tied. Volunteers are needed to bring sergers, ironing boards, etc. Beth will circulate a sign-up list at next month’s meeting. Pillowcase kits are on the back table. Pillowcases go to kids receiving treatment for cancer. Beth will be giving a talk at Capitol Quilts on Sept. 12th on Charity Quilting.

· Bees: Pam Hahn announced that the next Bee will be September 17th. Quilting Bees are held at Habitat for Humanity at 9110 Gaither Road, Gaithersburg (near Capitol Quilts) from 10:00am – 12:30pm. Participants usually go out for lunch afterwards. All are welcome for fun, frolic and food!

· Yard Sale: Betty Ford announced that in October our meeting will be a Yard Sale. Members will bring items to donate. Betty will be sending out guidelines for pricing, etc. A silent auction will be part of the yard sale. Members were asked to save and bring shopping bags. Lunch will be brown bag and the hostesses will provide beverages only. If you want to bring unsold items home, put your name on them. Leftover items will be donated to local charities.

· Chair Man: We are still in need of someone to set up and take down the room. If you know of someone who would be interested, let Priscilla or Ruan know.

· Quilt Show 2010: The dates of our next show have been finalized. They are October 14th (set up) 15th and 16th at the same University of Maryland Shady Grove location as last year’s show. Many volunteers have already stepped forward. Please volunteer to help. 

· Program Committee

· Lois Smith presented the Annual Guild Challenge, which will be due in June 2010. It is a paint chip challenge. Members are asked to pay $1 to enter. The colors of the paint chips are to be used in the quilt.




· Meeting Program

· Lois then introduced today’s program speakers, Barbara Persing and Mary Hoover two sisters who will describe their “StrataVarious” quilts.








· Lunch-

The meeting then adjourned for a deli sandwich and salad lunch. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sheila Kramer

