Nimble Fingers Quilters

General Meeting Minutes

October 1 , 2008

· Welcome- Priscilla Lai and Ruan Robertson (co-presidents) opened the meeting by reminding the members to turn off their cell phones.

· Members were informed that, because of a scheduling problem, we need to be out of the room by 12:30pm. There will be no need to put tables and chairs away. Members were asked if they preferred this room set-up with round tables and chairs. Most indicated they did.

· Welcoming- New members and guests were introduced.

· Show and Tell- Members displayed recently completed quilts and other projects not to be entered in the quilt show.

· Business Meeting- Announcements

· Newsletter Deadline- Please send items for the Nov./Dec. newsletter to Kim Jalette by October 15.

· Quilting Bee/Boutique meeting date is moved to Oct. 9th just for this month. (This change will enable people to finish projects for the various booths at the show.) Bees are held at Habitat for Humanity at 9110 Gaither Road, Gaithersburg (near Capitol Quilts) from 10:00am – 12:30pm. Participants usually go out for lunch afterwards. All are welcome.

· There are flyers on the table about the upcoming November quilt show by the NeedleChasers of Chevy Chase.

· Raffle Quilt- The comments and evaluation by the NQA judges are with the quilt at the front of the room. Members who designed and worked on the quilt described the process.

· Program Committee

· November will be Stevii Graves, quilt judge and juror from Leesburg who will talk on “Unusual Places For Quilters to Find Tools.”

· December will be our annual Quilting for Others meeting. Appraisals will be available by appointment. The cost is $45 for a written appraisal and $25 for a verbal appraisal. 

· January will be a virtual Quilting Studio Tour by Morna McEver Golletz with a Mystery Quilt workshop by Kim Jalette the following day, Jan. 8th. These workshops fill up fast!

· February will be fiber artist Maria Simonsson. She will talk on her work and its influences. In the afternoon she will do a workshop on a funky wrapped bird sculpture.

· March will be a Leslie Riley lecture and workshop. 

· Members were reminded that this year’s challenge is “your favorite beverage.” Quilts may be any size and are due at the January meeting. 

 -Quilt Show Announcements

· Susan Sellers, Quilt Show Chair, reported on progress so far. Everyone is working very hard and are “living, breathing, eating and sleeping for the quilt show!

· Members were reminded that sales tax will be collected on items sold in the Boutique, the Silent Auction and the Artisan’s Attic.

· The Raffle quilt went to the Harrisburg, PA quilt show where many tickets were sold. It was also taken to the Joanne’s Fabrics in Fredrick. Please contact Susan Sellers if you want to take it anywhere else to sell tickets. There will be a prize awarded to the top ticket seller.

· Layout- The quilt layout process has begun. Some additional quilts in certain categories were requested by e-mail. Please send additional registrations by e-mail to Linda Molinari.

· Program- Jill and Jim Ruspi are working on the program layout.

· Program Ads- Ann Datko is working on program ads.

· Silent Auction- They are collecting items until October 13th.

· Boutique- Beth Smith thanked all of those who have been working so hard on the boutique items. She showed some of the choices and encouraged members to keep their holiday shopping lists in mind.

· Raffle Baskets- One basket will be raffled off every half hour during the show.

· Charity Quilting: An additional classroom has been made available to us at the show where we will have the opportunity to demonstrate the making of quilts for charity. Please come and help tie a quilt when you are taking a break from your volunteering at the show!

· Demonstrations- The demo schedule is posted on the website. There will be 10-15 demos on the hour during the show. Vendors will also be doing demos at their booths.  Leslie Riley will also be doing demos and book signing. 

· Viewers Choice will be determined in each category.

· Volunteers- Francie Parrack has handed out a reminder slip to those who have already signed up. She will be contacting all members to encourage their participation. Extra help will be needed for set-up early on Thursday and take down. Contact Priscilla or Francie if you are interested. We do have white gloves available for those who have volunteered for that.

· Publicity: There are bookmarks, cards and small posters available. Please take some and pass them around locally. Word of mouth is the best publicity. Talk to your friends and invite them to the show. If you are part of a quilting or neighborhood list serve, please post information about the show. Members are asked to take flyers to the Dulles Sewing Show next weekend.

· There is a need for an 8-foot ladder to hang quilts.

· Vendor Committee- There will be approximately 15 vendors who have paid up to $400 for their space at the show. Members have volunteered to house vendors who need it so that they can keep their expenses low. Show visitors will receive a card that will be punched at each vendor’s space and which, when completed, will be entered into a drawing for vendor-donated items. The website contains links to the vendor’s websites and members are encouraged to visit and see the beautiful thimbles, hand dyed fabric, jackets, etc.

· Hoffman Challenge- The quilt show will host a traveling exhibit of Hoffman Challenge quilts. All of the quilts must contain this year’s “challenge fabric.” It is interesting to see how differently quilters use the same fabric. The cost of hosting the challenge quilts is free but we have to pay to ship them to the next location. 

· Member’s quilts- Many members have entered quilts from various of our own workshops and challenges. They will be hung in proximity to each other so that visitors can see how each project or theme has been interpreted by different quilters.

Meeting Program-

· Members showed and explained at some length the techniques involved in making quilts that will be entered in the show.

· The meeting then adjourned for lunch of Italian Pot Luck.

Respectfully submitted, 

Sheila Kramer

