Nimble Fingers Quilters

General Meeting Minutes

February 4, 2009

· Welcome- Priscilla Lai and Ruan Robertson (co-presidents) opened the meeting by reminding the members to turn off their cell phones.

· Welcoming- Four new members were introduced. The newcomers were invited to have lunch at the Welcoming Committee table. Members were encouraged to seek out the new members and make them welcome.

· Show and Tell- Members displayed recently completed quilts and other projects.

· Business Meeting- 

· Ricky Tims Seminar: A sign-up sheet is being circulated during the meeting. It concerns those who will be attending the Ricky Tims Seminar in Fredrick in April. Those interested in car pooling or staying overnight should indicate so on the sheet. Those who are not interested should also sign and indicate that they don’t need arrangements.

· Donation to Manna Food Center: Because of our successful show, the guild, in the name of all of our members, has donated $1000 to the Manna Food Center, an organization that feeds hungry families in our community. They are a long-standing, local group which recently has had to close sites because of lack of resources. We hope that our donation will help to support the good work that they do. 

· Spring Retreat: Lisa Walker announced that the Spring Retreat will be held April 27-29. There are four places still available. Please contact Lisa if you are interested. 

· Mini Groups: Another sign-up sheet is being circulated about forming mini groups. Those interested should indicate if there is a particular type of quilting they are interested in.

· Quilt Show 2010: A brief description of quilt show duties is posted on the website. We sincerely thank all those who worked so hard on our recent-incredibly successful- show. We hope that many members will step forward to volunteer for the next show and we are especially hopeful that a chair or co-chairs will volunteer. If you are interested in any position, please contact Priscilla or Ruan.

· Raffle Quilt Design: Members are encouraged to submit possible raffle quilt designs before the March meeting so that a presentation can be made to the members and volunteers solicited to work on the quilt. Individuals or mini groups are encouraged to submit designs.

· Quilting for Others: Beth Smith reminded members that a notice went out about the reception at Habitat for Humanity to thank those who made quilts. From now on Habitat will be renovating existing houses, so the need for quilts will be more spaced out. In addition, this year our guild provided 25 shelter quilts. Fabric donations for charity quilts are now tax deductible for our members. Contact Beth to make donations.

· Pam Hahn announced that the next Bee will be February 16th. Quilting Bees are held at Habitat for Humanity at 9110 Gaither Road, Gaithersburg (near Capitol Quilts) from 10:00am – 12:30pm. Participants usually go out for lunch afterwards. All are welcome for fun, frolic and freedom!

·  Nominating Committee: Pam Hahn announced that the nominating committee will be meeting at lunch today. All current officers are requested to briefly stop at the table.

· Library: Patrice Thomas encouraged members to visit the library table. Each month Patrice brings a new collection of books. 

· Program Committee

· Lois Smith referred the members to the large poster to advertise upcoming programs. Sign up sheets are at the table.

· March will be a Leslie Riley lecture and a workshop on using Lutradur material. The committee will provide one yard of Lutradur to each participant. Our yearly challenge will also be due in March. The theme of this years’ challenge is “cheers to my favorite beverage.” Quilts may be of any size. Members are encouraged to submit an entry. Three good prizes will be awarded.

· April will be a round robin of finishing techniques. A couple more are needed. Please see Lois if you have an interesting technique for finishing a quilt.

· Burt White announced that in May the program will be about Lois and her beautiful quilts. Members who have taken a class with Lois are encouraged to bring the quilts they made in those classes to the May meeting. Lois will teach a class the following day. Please sign up at the table.

· Meeting Program

· Lois then introduced today’s program speaker, Maria Simonsson who will discuss her three-dimensional fiber art. This afternoon Maria will teach a workshop on making a funky fabric bird sculpture.

· Lunch-

The meeting then adjourned for lunch of Deli sandwiches and salads. The cost is $4. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sheila Kramer

