Nimble Fingers Quilters

General Meeting Minutes

April 1, 2009

· Welcome- Priscilla Lai and Ruan Robertson (co-presidents) opened the meeting by reminding the members to turn off their cell phones.

· Welcoming- Two new members were introduced. 

· Show and Tell- Members displayed recently completed quilts and other projects. The book from the recent local quilt show “Obama: A Celebration in Art Quilts” is available for purchase at Blurb.com.

· Business Meeting:

· Peg Norelius  from Milltown Quilters in Columbia, MD is here today to sell raffle tickets for their Opportunity Quilt. Their show will be April 16-18th. 

· Friendship Star Quilt Guild Show will be April 24-26 at the Montgomery County Fair Grounds. The Textile Museum is having a show of Amish quilts from April 4 through August 17th. The quilts of Lee Porter are on display at Potters House on Columbia Road in DC through April 24th.

· The thank you letter from Manna was read. The guild made a donation to Manna, a local agency that provides food to needy families, after our successful quilt show.

· Lisa Walker announced that she is working on organizing a toiletries drive for our June meeting. If anyone has suggestions about shelters or other agencies that would benefit from such a donation, please get in touch with Lisa.

· With regret it was announced that Lisa Walker, our current Vice-President, would soon be moving out of the area.
She was thanked for all her hard work this year.

· Elections: Pam Hahn announced that the nominating committee (Pam Hahn, Rainie Broad, Marlene Livingston, Ellie McCurley and Patrice Thomas) is presenting the following slate of officers for next year:  


Priscilla Lai and Ruan Roberton, Co-Presidents


Ellie Lomax, Vice-President


Anne Datko, Treasurer


Sheila Kramer, Secretary


Members voted to approve the slate of officers. 
The term of office runs from May 1, 2009 
through April 30, 2010. 

· Memberships are due for renewal now. Dues remain at $25.

· The next Newsletter deadline is Wednesday, April 15th. 

· May Meeting: Lisa Walker announced that plans are coming together for our 35th anniversary celebration in May. The lunch will be catered and therefore an accurate count is needed and so members must make a reservation by giving Lisa a check for $5. Guests must pay $11 and also reserve in advance.

· Habitat Quilts: Beth Smith announced that recently she has received donations of lovely fabrics. She has put together kits of coordinating fabrics for members to take (sight unseen!) to make a quilt top. Members may add their own fabric if desired. Quilts may be any size and are due at our annual Quilt-in meeting that is usually held in November.

· Pam Hahn announced that the next Bee will be April 16th. Quilting Bees are held at Habitat for Humanity at 9110 Gaither Road, Gaithersburg (near Capitol Quilts) from 10:00am – 12:30pm. Participants usually go out for lunch afterwards. All are welcome for fun, frolic and freedom!

· With regret it was announced that Ann Hammond will not be able to continue as Hospitality Chair next year. She has done a marvelous job for the past two years but now we need a volunteer to take over for her. (Ann will, however, kindly continue to pick up the deli order if we decide to continue that way.)

· Quilt Show 2010: The dates of our next show have been finalized. They are October 14-16th at the same University of Maryland Shady Grove location.

· Raffle Quilt: Margaret Hartranft reported that the committee has decided to dye fabric for the color palate areas of the quilt. A sign-up sheet is being circulated for a 3 day dyeing fest at Margaret’s home April 22, 23 and 24th. The first day will be hand dyeing, the second will be rinsing, washing and drying and the third will be pressing, cutting and preparing kits. The committee needs someone to volunteer to head up the organization of the appliqué areas of the quilt.

· Raffle Baskets: Anne Trudel reported that the committee has decided to request members to bring fat quarters to the next few meetings according to the following themes: April-watercolors, May-flower colors, June-wedding colors.

· Mini-Groups: The sign-up sheet is being circulated. Members should sign-up for groups with like-interests.

· Program Committee

· Lois Smith referred the members to the large poster to advertise upcoming programs. Sign up sheets are at the table.

· The May program will be about Lois and her beautiful quilts. Members who have taken a class with Lois are encouraged to bring the quilts they made in those classes to the May meeting. Lois will teach a class the following day. The class is full. There is a wait list.

· June will be the authors of “One Block Wonders.”

· September will be the authors of “Stratavarious Quilts.”

· The October meeting will be our new guild “Yard Sale.” On the following day Amanda Ford will conduct a fabric dyeing workshop. Members should indicate how much fabric they want to dye so that Lois can order it wholesale.

· Meeting Program

· Lois then introduced today’s program a round robin of finishing techniques. There are seven stations. Members should move to the next table when the bell rings.

· Lunch-

The meeting then adjourned for a potluck lunch. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sheila Kramer

