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Co-Presidents’ Message – 

Priscilla Lai and Ruan Robertson 

Winter will be upon us soon, and in the event that any of you are among those people who are inclined to “hibernate,” wintertime is a great time to create warm and cozy quilts!  Our Nimble Fingers Program Committee, and “Quilting for Others” have come up with many ways for us to be creative this winter and beyond. 

The coming months would offer a good opportunity to work on the annual Nimble Fingers Challenge Quilt, which this time is based on three colors of paint chips.  For an investment of one dollar, you may buy your personal challenge color selection from the Program Committee at the November or December meetings.  The finished quilts will be presented to the membership at the meeting in June 2010.

For the warm and fuzzy feeling that comes with quilting for others, we will be working on charity quilts at the December meeting.  This is always a fun activity, and produces nice gifts for occupants at the women’s shelter which Nimble Fingers supports.

If, however, you find that your creative juices are freezing up with the cold weather, consider coming out for any of the fine workshops which our program committee has planned, starting with Debra Gabel’s “Post Card Quilts” in November.  In the new year we have Kim Jalette’s perennial favorite “Mystery Quilt” workshop scheduled for January. February will see us traveling to an even frostier place when Lois Smith teaches us how to construct “Russian Dolls,” fabric versions of the classic nesting folk ornaments.

Leaving winter, in April, Susan Leonard will conduct a workshop for us on “Memory Quilts.”  You can find her on line at www.linkedin.com/pub/susan-leonard.  In May, Paula Scaffidi will offer a two-day workshop, “Abstraction by the Land.”  Examples should be available later this fall on her website: www.fiberella.com.

These opportunities take us through the rest of the Nimble Fingers year.  We hope all of you will support the guild’s activities, find something interesting and new to explore, and grow creatively.
____________________________________________
Quilt Show 2010 – Beverly Ferrell

Please see the article at the end of the newsletter!
____________________________________________
Nominating Committee – Susan Sellers

Would you like to volunteer for a leadership role in Nimble Fingers?  The Nominating Committee is looking for a few good members to step up and become officers of the guild.  If you are not sure if you are ready for an office, consider joining one of the many committees that organize our activities or think about volunteering to serve as a chairperson.  Often, the time commitment is only a few hours a month, but the benefits to Nimble Fingers are immense.

Contact any member of the Nominating Committee if you have questions, or would like to volunteer.  We will be preparing a slate of officers for presentation at the March 2010 meeting.

Susan Sellers, Nominating Committee Chair

sjsellers@aol.com, 301-762-1160

Beth Smith, Patty Estey, Evelyn Farinas, and Marlene Gaunaurd, 

Nominating Committee members

____________________________________________

Programs – Lois Smith, Burt White, Beverly Ferrell, Shirley Hangen, Shirley Malia

November 4 and 5 – Debra Gabel, a Nimble Fingers guild member, quilt artist, lecturer, and designer will share her passion and enthusiasm for quilting and designing with us through a trunk show and all-day workshop featuring her CityStamps collection.  Each pattern displays architecture and symbols unique to the city represented.  The fee for this workshop is $40, plus the pattern. Please contact Burt White at abilumo@aol.com. to reserve your spot.

December 2 – Beth Smith will be hosting our annual “Quilting for Others” event.  We had a lot of fun last year working in teams to finish the quilts others had begun, and hope that you will join us again for this very noble cause.  Information will be provided by Beth.

Mary Kerr will be on board to appraise quilts for guild members.  She will provide written or verbal appraisals on a limited number of quilts.  Please contact Burt White to sign up.

January 6 - Marina Baudoin, Marj Coffey, and Susan Eitnier, will share their expertise in longarm quilting through a panel discussion.  Topics may include preparing a quilt for the longarm, defining pantograph, custom, utility and heirloom quilting, threads, batting, costs, and other topics of interest to the audience. 

January 7 – Back by popular demand, our fourth annual Mystery Quilt Workshop.  Led by Kim Jalette, you’ll be surprised and delighted by piecing shapes that transform into a fabulous quilt.  This is always a fun workshop with lots of excitement as the quilts are revealed – all beautiful and all different.   Class fee is $30.  Sign up at the next guild meeting or contact Burt White at abilumo@aol.com. to reserve your spot.

February 3 – QUILTO!  (and for those left scratching their heads - Quilt Bingo) One fat quarter will purchase one quilto card.  Fat quarters will be awarded as prizes.  A great opportunity to ‘fatten’ your stash.

March  3 – NF will host a Round Robin featuring appliqué and other toppings.  Six guild members will provide demonstrations and a handout describing their techniques.

April 7 – Susan Leonard will provide a lecture and afternoon workshop on memory quilts, an art she has been developing for years.  Using a combination of old garments and new fabrics, she creates miniature quilts that celebrate an event or tell a memorable story.   The class fee will be $35.00.  Additional information will be forthcoming.

May 5 – 7 Paula Scaffidi is scheduled for a trunk show, followed by a two day workshop entitled Abstraction Inspired by the Land.  More information to follow.
____________________________________________
Membership – Ruth Cohen, Margaret Natof, Ronnie Sullivan
New membership lists are available and you should have received a copy via e-mail.  If you have any changes, please contact Ruth Cohen at 301-460-4024 or quiltrc@hotmail.com.

____________________________________________
Hospitality – Carol Auth, Karen Cyr, Nancy Sharp

NOVEMBER:   Our menu for the November luncheon will be sandwiches and salads from Deli at $4 a sandwich.  Hostesses will bring drinks and desserts. 


Our hostesses for the November meeting are: Nancy Sharp, captain, Donna Duce,  Ann Plunkett,  Mary Zmitrovich,  Jeanne Timken,  Diane Heller,  Sandy D'Angelo,  Dorothy Fortna.  

 

DECEMBER:  We will have a Festive Holiday Potluck Luncheon for our December meeting.  Hostesses will bring drinks and desserts.  Members with last names starting with A-L please bring an entree, and members with last names starting with M-Z please bring salad or appetizers.  

 

Our hostesses for December are:  Carole Auth, captain, Karen Smith, June Matheson,  Evelyn Farinas,  Marlene Gaunaurd , Marlene Livingston,  Patrice Thomas.   

____________________________________________
Quilting for Others – Beth Smith

QUILTING FOR OTHERS:  THE QUILT-IN IS COMING IN DECEMBER

After a week’s vacation in sunny but chilly New Hampshire, looking at the leaves, shopping at Keepsake Quilting, and eating lobster, I am ready to begin plans for the December Quilt-In.  That’s the day when we do heads-down, hands-on, and use-up-the-scraps quilting for residents of the Krahnke Shelter.  The residents are women and their children who have fled a domestic violence situation, often with nothing but the clothes on their backs.  

I will have sign-up sheets at the November meeting.  You can sign up to do any of the following tasks:

Sandwiching and pinning

Serging around the edges

Turning and stitching up the opening

Tying, folding, and delivering to a table for finished quilts

I will have quilts at all stages of preparation, so you can get started right away on the task you choose.  

I could use a helper or two who can help me transport the tops, batting, backs and supplies from my house to the guild meeting on the morning of Wednesday, December 2nd, then unload the cars and distribute the goods once we are inside.  If you like, you can come over the afternoon or evening before the guild meeting, and load up your car then instead of Wednesday morning.  

The room setup will be identical to other years with sets of two rectangular tables pushed together for sandwiching, and several smaller tables near the electrical outlets for sergers and sewing machines.  One central table will have stacks of tops, batting and backing and we will use the round tables for tying.  

Finally, I will need help loading my car with bags full of finished quilts and whatever is left after the meeting that can be used the following year.

The guild will need a new Quilting for Others chairperson after this meeting year.  My husband is retiring in May 2010 and we will be moving to Ohio to be closer to family.  The town we’ve selected is Hudson, south and east of Cleveland, which will put us midway between our two grandchildren, close to my sister and brother-in-law,  and a few hundred miles closer to Gary’s mom, brother and sisters.  The Quilting for Others chair is both a lot of fun and a lot of work.  It’s very gratifying to be giving something warm and comforting to people who are in desperate need of our help.  The Habitat for Humanity project is an absolute joy to be part of.  Storage is an issue, as we receive large donations several times a year and, in my house at least, a bedroom and a couple of closets are completely devoted to Quilting for Others supplies.  A dry basement, an attic, or any other space where you can keep quilting supplies would work just as well.  It helps to be well-organized, energetic, and not the least bit shy about asking people to assist.  Not taking “no” for an answer is also good.  

If you are interested in chairing Quilting for Others, or sharing the job with another member, please let me know.  I’m giving you plenty of time to think about it.  If you have any questions, you can always call or email me.

____________________________________________
Quilting Bee – Pam Hahn

Quilting Bees are always on the third Thursday so next would be Nov. 19 and Dec. 17. 

Location:  Habitat for Humanity, 9110 Gaither Rd. in Gaithersburg (past Capital Quilts, on the left), beginning around 10 and continuing until 12:30.  

Any questions please call Pam Hahn at 301-762-7359.

____________________________________________
Library – Patrice Thomas

The Nimble Fingers library has many new books so stop at the Library table and browse the new books while looking at all the other ones we have to lend. When you just don't feel like sitting down to sew, grab a quilting book from your NF library at night to peruse instead!

____________________________________________
Current Events – Ann Plunkett

The Quilters Quest 2009 will be held Nov. 11-15. Quest Hours are Wed.-Sat 9:30-6:00 and Sun. 12:00-5:00. Patches and Quilt Patch are sponsoring bus travel to each of the quest shops. Call them for further information. There are 12 participating shops.This year, the prizes are furnishings for the ultimate quilt studio. Visiting at least 8 shops qualifies you for the Scavenger Hunt and Shop drawings. Timeless Treasures has printed a special batik for the quest titled "Washington Monuments" - each shop has creative projects made from the fabric. More info available at Quilt Shop websites. 

________________________________________

Bits and Pieces

FOR SALE: Gammill Classic Plus long arm quilting machine.

Hi, My name is Laurie Gregg, I’m a member of Village Quilters and I live in Ellicott City, Maryland. I cannot believe I’m old enough to be “DOWNSIZING” but I am! My Gammill Classic Plus is 8 years old and sews like a dream. This model has the option to use a regulated stitch, just like the new Berninas. It makes a beautiful stitch. The long arm machine sits on a 12-foot long table. I make my king size quilts 120” wide and have had no problems putting the quilt top, backing or batting on my machine. I am also including all the bobbins for the machine, several packs of needles, 2 sets of zippered leaders (You can have one quilt on the machine being quilted and when you need a break, apply the other set of zippered leaders to another quilt top and you’ll be ready to go!), 14 pantographs, and over 100 spools of quilting thread. I have several Pam Clark grid stencils, regular stencils, 2 POUNCE PADS and 2 bags each of blue and white chalk powder to refill the pads. There are also 4 books for machine quilting and 1 great book specifically about long arm quilting. I also am including the Circle Set and Scalloped Ruler sold by Gadget Girls. The price for the Gammill machine and all of the extras mentioned above is $10,000. Give me a call at 410-203-1876. My email address is: lgregg6137@hotmail.com.  I will be happy to send pictures via email of the machine and supplies.

________________________________________

Yard Sale News
Everyone is anxious to learn the outcome of our first ever "Biennial Nimble Fingers Yard Sale". In spite of a rather thin turn-out, the bottom line is that our Treasury is $706.33 richer.  This could not have happened without the help and participation of many loyal, hard-working people.  But most particularly we would like to acknowledge the imagination and leadership of Betty Ford, whose idea it was, and the able direction and organization of Francie Parrack, who stepped in literally at the last moment, to lead us when Betty required emergency surgery.  Betty, by the way, is reported to be recovering well.  We send our sincere thanks to both ladies.

Our thanks extend also to all of our dedicated members who donated a vast quantity of desirable goodies; to all of the fine volunteers who helped before and on the day of the sale; and to all of our eager shoppers who scooped up great bargains.  Our thanks go also to members who saw to it that unsold, unclaimed items were donated to an array of charities and organizations which can make good use of them. 

This first sale was an experiment.  We will learn from it how to run an even better sale the next time around.  We would like to add that it was FUN!  

Your Co-Presidents, Priscilla Lai and Ruan Robertson

____________________________________________

Committee Chairs – contact these people to volunteer or get information:

Current Events:  

Ann Plunkett

Historian:  


Susan Sellers

Hospitality:  


Carol Auth, Karen Cyr, Nancy Sharp

Library:  


Patrice Thomas

Membership:  

Ruth Cohen, Margaret Natof, Ronnie Sullivan

Newsletter:  


Kim Jalette

Programs:  


Lois Smith, Burt White, Beverly Ferrell, Shirley Hangen, Shirley Malia

Quilt Consortium:

Elizabeth Davison

Quilt Show:


Beverly Ferrell

Quilting Bee:  

Pam Hahn

Quilting for Others:  

Beth Smith

Retreat:  


Lisa Walker

Sunshine:  


Betty Ford

Website:  


Jane Van Horn

Welcoming:  


Mary Hagen, Jill Ruspi

All telephone numbers, snail mail and e-mail addresses can be found in the Membership Directory.  Copies are available from the Membership Chairs.

Please notify Ruth Cohen with any changes in home address/phone number/e-mail address.
The Four County Quilt Guild will bring their Raffle Quilt to our meeting on November 4th.  Please support their fundraising efforts and buy a ticket (or 5!!)

Quilt Show 2010

Greetings everyone!

I hope this note finds you well and enjoying the beauty of the fall season.  Whether standing at my kitchen window, raking leaves, or driving down the road, I am awed by the variety and intensity of color that surrounds us, and find it quite fitting that we chose “Colors of Our World” as the theme for our upcoming show.  What could be more inspiring? 

Plans continue to evolve; committees are reviewing individual timelines and assigning tasks to members. Obviously some groups require an early commitment of time; other groups will become active over the next several months.  Those present at our last guild meeting saw Margaret unveil the opportunity quilt, and it is stunning!  Margaret Hartranft, Ginger Peebles, and Diane Heller, led the team through the design, dyeing of fabrics (don’t quote me, but I think I heard there are more than 150 colors, all hand mixed) and execution.   I know many others helped with the dyeing, piecing, and appliqué, and so we should all take pride in the ownership of this wonderful quilt.  Thank you to all who contributed, and thank you especially, Margaret, Ginger, and Diane.  You did a superb job!

We are getting information requests from potential vendors regarding our upcoming show, and I take this as a very positive reflection on the 2008 show and the work done by the vendor committee last year.  Pat Lefevre and Evelyn Farinas are heading the vendor committee, and hope to have vendor space committed over the next few months.  This committee will stay pretty busy through the show dates, and will likely need a few additional members to handle ongoing details.

Floris Flam, Sue Walen, and Connie Condrell are meeting in November to discuss submission deadlines, publications, distribution of show material, and other options for publicizing our show.  While the committee will outline the plans, they will soon need help distributing materials to shops, guilds and other venues.

Nancy Sharp has agreed to be our “Quilt Mother” and will keep track of when, where, and by whom our opportunity quilt will be displayed.  Please keep your eyes and ears open for opportunities to display the quilt and sell raffle tickets. Even if you are unable to attend the event, someone else might be able to, so please send me names and dates. Raffle ticket sales cover a large part of show expenses, and this is an area where many guild members can contribute a weekend, evening, morning, or even a couple hours to publicize our show and help generate income.

Shirley Malia will be handling the raffle ticket sales this year.  Tickets are on order and will be available shortly for holiday presents and member distribution.  As in the past, tickets are not sold by committee, but by the active participation of all guild members.  Details will be available in the next few weeks.

Anne Trudel and Nancy Rose Opeka have been working, most enthusiastically, on the raffle baskets since last spring.   A request from them will follow. 

Debra Gabel is working on the art/logo for the show and a copy should be available soon.

Many more committees have formed, and will begin working on their contribution to the show in the next few months.  Those mentioned above are the ones that appear to have the earliest position on the timeline, but soon we will be hearing from Anne Datko regarding advertising, Kim Jalette concerning the Alzheimer’s quilt challenge, and many others as well.

I’d like to close with a reminder that all Show tasks are important and that each member of the Nimble Fingers Guild will share in its success.  While it is true that some committee roles are more visible, and the fruits of their efforts more tangible, (opportunity quilt, filled vendor space), the efforts of other committees, though equally crucial, may not be as easily discernable.  Even smaller tasks, like selling a raffle ticket, telling a friend about the show, white gloving, or displaying a quilt is integral to our success.    

Please don’t hesitate to volunteer because you lack experience or feel you don’t have a huge block of time to commit.  Many of us work, have families and other ongoing challenges, (some of you travel – a lot) and we can work around your schedule.  Few can have less experience in show planning than I did only a few months ago, but there is a whole plethora of experienced women in our guild, and all have been wonderfully kind and patient sharing their knowledge and ideas.  I feel very fortunate to have met so many members, and am certain you will share an equally rewarding experience. 

Please continue to share your thoughts/concerns/ideas with me.  I look forward to working with all of you!

See you soon.

Beverly Ferrell

beverlyferrellquilts@yahoo.com
Quilt Show – Raffle Baskets

Ladies,

Please help us to collect fat quarters for our special raffle at the Quilt Show. Our goal is to collect 200 FQ's for a Special Drawing at the show. WE Can Do This!!!!  But only with your help. :)

 

We have already begun some theme baskets, including: Civil War, Beginner Quilters, Lazy Girl designs, and Knit/Crochet. We can use all sorts of notions, such as, templates, Shiva Paint Stiks, threads, patterns, knitting needles, crochet hooks, etc.

This is a good time to clean out your sewing studios and get rid of any duplicates you have accidentally bought and/or fabrics, tools or books that you really don't use. 

We are looking forward to the goodies you will bring us at the next meeting!

If you have Questions, please call Anne Trudel and Nancy Rose Opeka, co-chairs, Baskets.

 

Thanks so much!

 

Peace!
Rev. Nancy Rose
www.tarotbags.com
2010 Quilt Show – Committee Chairs

· Art Work:  Debra Gabel

· Artisan’s Attic:  Marlene Livingston, Angela Mernone

· Boutique:  Rainie Broad, Flo Warmack, Joan Winovich, Ellie McCurley, Luanne Lindeman

· Challenge - Alzheimer’s Art Quilt Initiative:  Kim Jalette

· Demonstrations:  Susan Sellers

· Design (quilt layout):  Julie Taylor

· Opportunity (raffle) Baskets:  Anne Trudel, Nancy Rose Opeka

· Opportunity (raffle) quilt committee:  Margaret Hartranft, Ginger Peebles, Diane Heller

· Opportunity (raffle) quilt mother (and scheduler): Nancy Sharp

· Opportunity (raffle) quilt tickets: Shirley Malia

· Program Advertising:  Anne Datko

· Program Layout:

· Publicity:  Floris Flam, Connie Condrell, Sue Walen

· Quilt Registration:  Linda Molinari, Mary Hanes

· Quilt Show Chair:  Beverly Ferrell

· Quilting for Others:  Linda August, Margaret Natof

· Secretary: Sheila Kramer

· Show Set-up:

· Signage:  

· Silent Auction:  Burt White, Sandra Chin, Donna Duce, Donna Kopp

· Treasurer:  Burt White

· Vendors:  Pat Lefevre, Evelyn Farinas

· Viewers Choice Awards: Lois Smith

· Volunteers:  Margaret Taylor, Pam Hahn

Nimble Fingers

c/o Kim Jalette

6505 Garden Grove Way

Laytonsville, MD  20882
NEXT MEETINGS:  November 4th

Debra Gabel, pattern designer 
On November 5th: an all-day workshop

with Debra:  “CityStamps”

and on December 2nd – Annual Quilt-In

OUR MEETING LOCATION:  Potomac Community Center, 11315 Falls Road, Potomac MD, 10 AM on the first Wednesday of the month (except July and August).  Luncheon follows.







