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Co-Presidents’ Message – 

Priscilla Lai and Ruan Robertson 

Welcome back, everybody.   I hope your summer has been a “fun in the sun”.  As our thoughts begin to shift from the long hot summer to the cooler season, perhaps we might start to think what exciting things are being lined up.  

Well, we have a lot of good ideas to present to our members throughout the months to come.  We have a great “October Sale” and our Program Committee has come up with lots of new and exciting speakers and workshops to present to you all.  We have, of course, our 2010 Quilt Show in October 2010 over at the Universities @ Shady Grove.  See, we are all very excited about these wonderful upcoming lists of things “to do”.  

After mentioning a few of these things, I truly wanted to encourage our members to come to our meetings, actively take part in volunteering where and when help is needed, share your ideas and spearhead programs that you might think will be nice changes.  Our guild is run on all members volunteering their time and we are forever grateful and thank our past and present volunteers for doing an outstanding job.  As you know, we have had such a great success in our 2008 Quilt Show, and Beverly Ferrell, our Quilt Show Chair, will need help from volunteers to get the show really moving. So, please be generous with whatever time you can give her and the guild.  Remember this is your guild and the guild cannot run without member volunteering.    

Let us put our hands up and volunteer to make our guild even a greater success.

____________________________________________
Quilt Show 2010 – Beverly Ferrell

Please see the article at the end of the newsletter!

From Anne Trudel -  Baskets for the Quilt Show

 

I would like members to bring to the September and October meetings notions from their sewing rooms for the Quilt Show Baskets.  Needles, pins, thread, rulers, templates and 

patterns are all needed to make our basket raffles wonderful...

____________________________________________

Programs – Lois Smith, Burt White, Beverly Ferrell, Shirley Hangen, Shirley Malia

September 2 and 3 - Sisters Barbara Persing and Mary Hoover will share their quilting expertise in piecing and appliqué through a lecture and workshop entitled “StrataVarious Quilts”.  Whether you work from your stash or select a variety of fat quarters, they will guide us through this simple technique:  cut strips, join, slice, and sew. Borders and appliqué make each quilt spectacular.  Contact Burt White at abilumo@aol.com to reserve your space.

October 7 – The Nimble Fingers Board will be hosting a Yard Sale.  

October 8 – Amanda Ford, “a self taught quilt artist, is known for her innovative and spiritually inspired designs that interplay with her exciting use of color.”1 She has received many awards at shows throughout the country.  She dyes her own fabrics, and will be sharing her technique with us in an all-day workshop.  The fee for this course is $40 plus a kit fee.    There are only a couple of spaces available.  Contact Burt White at abilumo@aol.com to reserve your space.

November 4 and 5 – Debra Gabel, a Nimble Fingers guild member, quilt artist, lecturer, and designer will share her passion and enthusiasm for quilting and designing with us through a trunk show and all-day workshop featuring her CityStamps collection.  Each pattern displays architecture and symbols unique to the city represented.  The fee for this workshop is $40, plus the pattern. 

December 2 – Mary Kerr will be on board to appraise quilts for guild members.  Beth Smith will be hosting our annual “Quilting for Others” event.  More information will follow.  

And in 2010 - Many exciting guests and workshops are already being scheduled including: a Long Arm Quilting panel discussion; Kim Jalette’s fun and fabulous mystery quilt; Lois Smith’s Russian dolls; Quilto (quilt bingo); a Round Robin featuring appliqué and other toppings; Paula Scaffidi’s two day workshop Abstraction Inspired by the Land; memory quilts with Susan Leonard;  and much, much more…it’s going to be a great year!!  

We look forward to seeing you in September.

1  Temple Sinai Newport News, VA,  http://www.ujcvp.org/temple_sinai/The-Torahs-of-Temple-Sinai.html
____________________________________________
Welcoming – Jill Ruspi and Mary Hagen

This relatively new committee has the goal of ensuring that new members feel welcome in the guild.  Please help by taking the opportunity at the any meeting to seek out a new member at lunch!
____________________________________________
Membership – Ruth Cohen, Margaret Natof, Ronnie Sullivan
Nimble Fingers annual dues were due in the Spring. If you have not paid the $25 yearly dues 
as of the September meeting, you will be dropped from the mailing list. If you have any 
questions as to your status, please stop at the membership table before the meeting or call
Ruth Cohen on 301-460-4024.

New members since last meeting:  Mila Haberman, MaryJo Haczewski, Dianne Thoburn

Member e-mail changes: 
 





Betty Ford:

 bettyford301@gmail.com
Margaret Hartranft: 
 mehartranft@gmail.com




Ginger Peebles:
 ggpeebles@verizon.net
Ruan Robertson: 
 ruan60@verizon.net
____________________________________________
Hospitality – Carol Auth, Karen Cyr, Nancy Sharp

We will continue our luncheons of sandwiches and salads for $4.00, with desserts and cold drinks provided by our hostesses, for both September and October.  We may have potluck luncheons later on in the year where we will ask all members to participate, but we will provide more information as those plans become definite.  Our hostesses for the upcoming meetings are:

September

   Carol Auth, captain, Anne Hammond, Floris Flam, Barbara Barlow, Helene Bress, Ruth Cohen, Marguerite Danowski, Sue Whalen and Evelyn Flittner.

October
  Karen Cyr, captain, Uschi Kirk, Sandra Chin, Susan Thomas, Jill Ruspi, Marina Baudoin, Sandra D’Angelo, Beth Smith and Deja Lockwood.

We still need an additional hostess for two months, November and December, so please everyone, consider signing up to help out.

____________________________________________
Quilting for Others – Beth Smith

QUILTING FOR OTHERS: THE SISTERHOOD       [image: image1.wmf]
Hi Beth,
Our Sewing Guild did several Lap Quilts and wheel chair Tote Bags for the James A. Haley VA Hospital here in Tampa.  
We've also done about 30 Pillowcases for the kids at Ronald McDonald House - and have completed 25 Quilts for the kids at All Children's Hospital (those receiving chemo get very cold during their treatment, so half will go there) and the other half to Shriners Childrens Hospital here in Tampa.  Pretty good for a group of about 22 active members.  
We completed over 200 Pillows for Breast Cancer Patients that were given to the American Cancer Society.  
Can you tell I'm the proud Charity Coordinator for our group?
Jo Ann

The above is forum posting that I received from another charity quilting chairperson.  I try to keep up on several quilting forums on the Internet, and this note is typical of the ones I receive.  As you can see, they are doing many of the same kinds of charity quilting as Nimble Fingers, proving once again that quilters are people with heart.

At the Habitat Bee in June we cut out over 30 pillowcases and made them into kits for our members.  I will have some at the September and October guild meetings.  The kits include fabric and instructions.  The pillowcases take about 15 or 20 minutes to make and they’re so easy you might consider making some of your own to give as gifts.  Before you give Sandra Chin your finished pillowcase, please be sure to wash the pillowcase and put it in a plastic sandwich size bag.

Nimble Fingers and Riderwood quilters will make a total of 12 quilts for the houses that Habitat is rehabilitating in 2009.  That’s just one quilt per household.  Riderwood quilters are a much smaller group and they asked Molly Martin, the Habitat Volunteer Coordinator, if that was OK.  So Molly divided the total by 2 and each group is making 6 quilts.  If you signed on already to make a Habitat Quilt, please continue on it because we will donate any leftovers to another group.  Some are due as early as October.  If anyone is really disappointed over this and would like to see us make more, I will talk to Molly about it to see what can be done. (See followup note below.)

I’ve also been in touch with the quilters from Mother Seton Parish in Germantown this summer.  They collect and distribute for the Quilts of Valor project, which provides wounded veterans at Walter Reed with quilts.  The Quilts of Valor don’t have to have a patriotic theme, I’m told, but probably should be more masculine-looking because most of the recipients are men.  If anyone is interested in making a Quilt of Valor, the Mother Seton quilters will be happy to pick it up and deliver it to the hospital.  Email them at wecare@mspquiltingangels.org
Please don’t forget:  If you took a fabric kit at the May meeting when I was passing them out, your quilt top should be turned in no later than the December Quilt-In.  I will take any that are finished earlier than that whenever it’s convenient for you to give it to me.  If you would like to use the kit as the basis for a Habitat quilt, I need those in October or November.  

In July, the guild received a donation of vintage household linens, a large coverlet, women’s lingerie and sleepwear.  Much of it is beautifully embroidered and lace-trimmed.  Here’s the story behind the donation as supplied by the donor, Blanca Poteat:

Here's a little more information about the possible origin of the linens, laces, and trapunto-style bed cover.  Maybe this will help track it's quality and age.

 

My mother's mother, from whose "hope chest" these things came, was Blanca Crooswijk.  She was born in 1882 in the Netherlands, either in Rotterdam in the family's "town" house or in Lochem in their other home.  The family was associated with a brewery/distillery in Dordrecht "until someone burned it down" (per my mother).  She attended a "school for ladies" (as my mother calls it), where she learned sewing, French and music.  At 18 she married J. Beijerman.  They had two children but the family and the marriage were stormy.  It's not clear how much of her family money/dowery she was allowed to retain when their marriage was annulled (husbands had rights to their wives' money then), though she probably kept most of her remaining hope chest and family linens.  The children were required to stay with their father's family for most of their upbringing, a separation that was very hard for her.  She married my mother's father, Willem van de Wall, a musician and music therapist/educator, who also had two children, with a Russian woman.  They raised these two sons and had two daughters, Blanca and Wilhelmina (Minny) van de Wall, my mother.

 

So Rotterdam, Lochem and Dordrecht are the main family locations in Holland.

 

Thanks again for your interest in these old fabrics and linens and for giving them new life.  Please keep me posted as you and other Nimble Fingers friends learn more about them.

I plan to make these linens available to guild members at an upcoming Open House and will price them according to similar items I’ve found on Ebay and Etsy.  Some would be wonderful for theater groups or organizations that do historical re-enactments.  Some are stained, so might be cut up for incorporation into quilt blocks.  The work on them is very high quality, and the fabrics are as well or they wouldn’t have survived all this time.  

Many thanks to Betty Walker, Bea Goodman, Hilary Hastie, Shirley Malia, Floris Flam, Morna McEver-Golletz, Beatrice Stack, Marlene Gaunaurd, Helene Bress, Francie Parrack and Yoko Sawanobori (who cut miles of Fay Goldey’s fabric into squares and strips) for generous fabric or batting donations.  If I have forgotten anyone, I apologize and will put your donation in the next newsletter if you send me a reminder.  Remember, donations are now tax-deductible and must be 100% quilting weight cotton (see exception below.)  I am finding that deco fabric and other similar heavier fabrics just don’t work for the quilts we make for charity as they make the quilts too heavy.  Cotton/poly fabric can be used for pillowcases, however and right now I am in need of solid color fabrics for pillowcases.  Please call me if you wish to make a donation.  

Note on Habitat Quilts:  I met with Molly Martin on Thursday, August 20th to discuss the limit of 12 quilts that they have decided on for Nimble Fingers and Riderwood.  Some NF members have expressed their disappointment to me, so I wanted to talk it over with Molly and get a better idea as to why this decision was made.  I also asked the NF Board of Directors to discuss this at their meeting in August, and my understanding is that the Board prefers to do as Habitat suggests rather than insisting on making more quilts than we have been asked to make.  As Molly explained to me, since Habitat is rehabbing homes in Montgomery County this year instead of building new ones, there is a logistical problem with delivery of the quilts.  In early 2009, Molly told me, she had a very difficult time distributing the quilts as the homeowners could not always come and get them during office hours, and delivery of one or two quilts at a time to the homes was not feasible for her or for other Habitat employees.  I mentioned the possibility of our making more quilts after the fact and giving them out as they were completed, but Molly asked us not to do that.  I think we should honor their wishes.   

____________________________________________
Quilting Bee – Pam Hahn

Welcome Back all quilters.  Let’s start off this fall enjoying one of our quilting bees.

The first Bees of the fall will be Thursday Sept .17 and Thursday Oct. 15.

We will meet at our usual place:  Habitat for Humanity, 9110 Gaither Rd in Gaithersburg.   (Right down past Capital Quilts, on the left.)

We will meet starting around 10 or any time after and continue until 12:30.  We will then vote on where to go for lunch.  Please come and please plan to stay for lunch if you like.

I'm looking forward to seeing everyone and hearing about everyone's summer.

Any questions please call Pam Hahn at 301-762-7359.

____________________________________________
Library – Patrice Thomas

Don’t forget that Nimble Fingers has a lending library of varied books for members to use!
____________________________________________
Current Events – Ann Plunkett

September 13, 2009.  Chantilly, Virginia. Sully Historic Site's 36th Annual Quilt & Fiber Arts Show.  Sunday 10 am - 4:30 pm. Admission:   $9 for adults  $8 for seniors  $6 for children. 

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/sully ,703-437-1794

September 17 - 20, 2009.  Philadelphia (Oaks), Pennsylvania     Pennsylvania National Quilt Extravaganza XVI   Sponsored by Mancuso Show Management . Greater Philadelphia   Expo Center. 100 Station Ave.,Oaks, Pennsylvania.     Thursday - Saturday 10 am - 6 pm.    Sunday 10 am - 4 pm.    Admission:  check web site.     www.quiltfest.com.  Mancuso Show Management 215-862-5828  mancuso@quiltfest.com
September 26 - 27, 2009.  Brooklyn Park, Maryland      "A Quilter's Harvest", Sponsored by Friendship Quilters of Linthicum & Eternal Quilters of Glen Burnie      Brooklyn Park Middle School.  200 Hammonds Lane, Brooklyn Park, Maryland. Saturday & Sunday 10 am - 4 pm.    Admission $5, 12 and under free.      www.friendshipquiltersoflinthicum.org.

Allison 410-437-6283. awbquilts@yahoo.com
October 1 - 3, 2009.  Chantilly, Virginia.  Original Sewing & Quilt Expo.   Dulles Expo & Conference Center. 4368 Chantilly Center, Chantilly, VA 20153     Thursday & Friday 10 am - 6 pm.  Saturday 10 am - 5:30 pm.   Admission:   $10.   www.sewingexpo.com   

800-699-6309

October 2 - 3, 2009.   Kensington, MD.   “Maryland Beauty”, Sponsored by The Bethesda Quilters.   Holy Redeemer Catholic Church School Gym, 9705 Summit Ave., Kensington, MD  20895.  Friday  1 pm - 6 pm, Saturday 10 am – 5 pm.  Admission.  Eleanor Balaban  301-907-7600 or 301-229-7990.

October 3, 2009.   Great Falls, Virginia.   Celebrating Religion and Culture.  Sponsored by St. Francis Episcopal Church   9220 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, Virginia 22066   

Saturday 10 am - 4 pm.  Admission:  Free. Clara Sue 703-759-6400 or clarasueaverizon.net

October 17 - 18, 2009.  Milford, DE.  "A Harvest of Quilts", Sponsored by a group of four area guilds.  www.kentsussexquiltshow.com.  Felicia 302-539-2606.
 ________________________________________

Bits and Pieces

I have a Singer model 15-91, which was made in the 1950’s.   It runs very well and makes a nice stitch.  I would like $80.00 for it.  I also refinished the cabinet after purchasing it from an antique shop in Delaware in 1998.  There are a few little chips in the veneer on the top in the front corners.

 

Luanne Lindeman 

(home) 301-340-9681     (email) Lindeman88@verizon.net

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

I'm involved in the following project at the Textile Museum, "The American Quilt, Weaving the District's Future."  The project is requesting blocks from local quilters, as described in the following. We'd like to invite interested members of Nimble Fingers to participate.

http://www.textilemuseum.org/americanquilt2009.html

Thanks, Floris Flam

________________________________________

Member News
Some of our Nimble Fingers members or former members have recently been recognized for their outstanding talents.  Our Co-President, Priscilla Lai, won First Place, Appliqued Bed Quilt category, in the National Quilting Association’s annual show in Ohio.  Rose Remund, a former member now living in Tennessee, won Second Place in the same category.  Their quilts, titled respectively “My Sweet Wild Raspberry” and “Fourteen Year Journey” are pictured on page 16 of the NQA’s recent “Show Special” issue.

Priscilla’s quilt was also juried into Quilt Odyssey in Hershey, PA along with NF member, Bobbie Korengold’s “An Alphabet.”  Bobbie’s quilt won an Honorable Mention in the Large Applique category.  

Congratulations, Ladies, for your beautiful and excellent work.  You make us proud.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Ruan Robertson has had two quilts accepted for the “National Juried Quilt Exhibit” to be held at the Delaplaine Visual Arts Education Center in Frederick, MD.  The show runs from September 5 through September 27, with an opening reception Saturday, September 5 from 3:00 to 5:00 pm.  All are invited to attend.  The center is located in downtown Frederick on the Carroll Creek canal.  For more information, you can contact them at 1-301- 698 – 0656 or www.delaplaine.org.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Fay Goldey, who founded Nimble Fingers in 1974, passed away on Saturday, Aug. 15 in Texas where she had been living with her daughter.  Fay taught many people in Montgomery County and elsewhere to piece and to quilt.  She was always generous with her knowledge and time.  She will be missed by many.  

Expressions of sympathy can be sent to her daughter: Ms. Carolann Smith, 12443 Golden Thistle, Houston, TX 77058.  Donations can be made in Fay’s memory to: Virginia Quilt Museum, 301 South Main Street, Harrisonburg, VA 22801
____________________________________________

Committee Chairs – contact these people to volunteer or get information:

Current Events:  

Ann Plunkett

Historian:  


Susan Sellers

Hospitality:  


Carol Auth, Karen Cyr, Nancy Sharp

Library:  


Patrice Thomas

Membership:  

Ruth Cohen, Margaret Natof, Ronnie Sullivan

Newsletter:  


Kim Jalette

Programs:  


Lois Smith, Burt White, Beverly Ferrell, Shirley Hangen, Shirley Malia

Quilt Consortium:

Elizabeth Davison

Quilt Show:


Beverly Ferrell

Quilting Bee:  

Pam Hahn

Quilting for Others:  

Beth Smith

Retreat:  


Lisa Walker

Sunshine:  


Betty Ford

Website:  


Jane Van Horn

Welcoming:  


Mary Hagen, Jill Ruspi

All telephone numbers, snail mail and e-mail addresses can be found in the Membership Directory.  Copies are available from the Membership Chairs.

Please notify Ruth Cohen with any changes in home address/phone number/e-mail address.
Quilt Show 2010

Hi everyone,

Summer is almost over and 2009 is speeding by.  Although it seems impossible, it’s been almost a year since our last show, and we are now actively working on the next one.  

I’ve spent time this summer recruiting members for various show committees.  I confess that I never left messages, so if you didn’t get a call, it may be that we just never connected.  While it  started off a little slowly, (the vacation season was, of course, just beginning) I am both humbled and delighted by the talent, experience, energy, and commitment  of the women who have signed on to make our 2010 show a great one.

When I accepted this position I freely acknowledged that I had no experience in event planning, or quilt shows for that matter, but the committees who worked on the 2005 and 2008 shows provided wonderful documentation and have given us a strong foundation for building our next show.   

Many of you who were unable to commit to working on a planning committee agreed to provide volunteer help as we draw closer to the show and I thank you in advance for your efforts.  Many graciously offered to be sounding boards, and I appreciate the time you have spent sharing your knowledge with me.   

To date, we have scheduled our show for October 14 - 16, 2010 at the same venue as 2008 (Universities at Shady Grove).  The “opportunity” quilt is well under way.  Kim Jalette is facilitating a challenge quilt project for the Alzheimer’s Art Quilt Initiative.  The Vendor and Publicity committees are working on their respective assignments, and other committees are forming.  But we still need your help.

A sign up sheet follows listing the groups formed thus far.  As the raffle quilt nears completion we will soon need a “quilt mother” to schedule appearances and line up volunteers to present our quilt at various shows and guild meetings.  We need a committee to handle raffle tickets, the Program layout, and so much more.

Please review the list and let me, or the committee chair know what area interests you.

I know that with the continued support and effort of our members we can make 2010’s show a great success! 

I look forward to working with each of you.

Beverly Ferrell

301-869-3249

beverly_ferrell@yahoo.com

2010 Quilt Show – Committee Chairs

· Art Work:  Debra Gabel

· Artisan’s Attic:  Marlene Livingston, Angela Mernone

· Boutique:  Rainie Broad, Flo Warmack, Joan Winovich, Ellie McCurley, Luanne Lindeman

· Challenge - Alzheimer’s Art Quilt Initiative:  Kim Jalette

· Demonstrations:  Susan Sellers

· Design (quilt layout):  Julie Taylor

· Opportunity (raffle) Baskets:  Anne Trudel

· Opportunity (raffle) quilt committee:  Margaret Hartranft, Ginger Peebles

· Opportunity (raffle) quilt mother (and scheduler):

· Opportunity (raffle) quilt tickets:

· Program Advertising:  Anne Datko

· Program Layout:

· Publicity:  Floris Flam, Connie Condrell, Sue Walen

· Quilt Registration:  Linda Molinari

· Quilt Show Chair:  Beverly Ferrell

· Quilting for Others:  Linda August, Margaret Natof

· Secretary: Sheila Kramer

· Show Set-up:

· Signage:  

· Silent Auction:  Burt White, Sandra Chin, Donna Duce, Donna Kopp

· Treasurer:  Burt White

· Vendors:  Pat Lefevre, Evelyn Farinas

· Viewers Choice Awards: Lois Smith

· Volunteers:  Margaret Taylor, Pam Hahn

Nimble Fingers

c/o Kim Jalette

6505 Garden Grove Way

Laytonsville, MD  20882
NEXT MEETING:  September 2nd

Barbara Persing and Mary Hoover, authors 
“StrataVarious Quilts”

On September 3rd: an all-day workshop

with Barbara & Mary

OUR MEETING LOCATION:  Potomac Community Center, 11315 Falls Road, Potomac MD, 10 AM on the first Wednesday of the month (except July and August).  Luncheon follows.







